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Abstract

One of the issues that Shia ulema agrec about is that defending Islam and
Islamic territory is obligatory whether in . era of the absence of an linam
or in the era of his presence and this does not r:quire the permission of the
Imam. Also, offensive jihad becomcs obligatory in the era of the presence
of an Imam if the Imam permits.

This book is not to study all the issues related to jihad but to study only
one of the related issues in depth and offer the answers to the following
questions: Does offensive jihad requires the presence and permission of an
Imam? If yes, so; is offensive jihad not permissible or obligatory in the era
of the absence of an Imam? And if no, so; is offensive jihad permissible in
the era of the absence of an Imam? Ulema do not offer the same answers to
these questions. There are, at least, two views about the issus; first, the view
of prohibition, which is the view of the majority of ulema; second, the view
of obligation, which some ulema hold; and third, the view of preference and
permission, which Sheikh Tousi maintains. The latter has been attributed to
some other ulema too.
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