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A Glimpse of the Book

The book Majma al-Bahrayn is in fact a short compendium of the hadiths
that pertain to the lives, merits, and admirable characteristics of the two
grandsons of the Prophet Muhammad, that is, the infallible Imams al-Hasan
and al-Husayn the princes of the paradise youth. This book contains the
hadiths and accounts in this regard, as indicated in the Sunnite as well as
Shiite hadith compendia. Although all the sources consulted, the author
heavily relied on Mandgqib Al AbI Talib of Muhammad b. Shahr Ashub al-
Mazadndaranl (d. 588 AH/ 1167) and Kashf al- Ghummah of Al b.Isa al-
Arbill (d. 692 AH/ 1271)

The present book has an introduction and 25 chapters. The chapters are of
two kinds: (1) the merits common to both Imam al-Hasan and Imam al-
Husayn, and (2) the merits specific to any of them. The latter kind of
chapters relate some incidents and admirable characteristics that pertain a
specific infallible Imam. For example, first the date of the second Infallible
Imam al-Hasan b.Ali was given, followed by an account of the birth and
martyrdom of the third Infallible Imam al-Hussein b.Ali.

It is mark worthy to note that the two last chapters deal with the religio-
spiritual merit of paying ziarat (pilgrimage) to Imam al-Husayn, and the
merits of the soil of Karbala as well as seeking healing through taking a
small amount of it. At any rate, the book is largely concerned with the life
and virtues of the martyred infallible Imam of al-Husayn. This is quite
natural, all due to the ample hadiths of the infallible Imams concerning his
movement and martyrdom, coupled with his martyrdom.

It deserves mention that the book relies heavily on the hadiths
anthologized in “Bhjah al-Mabahij” of abusa’id al-sh1’T al-Sabziwarl which
is a Persian version of “Mabahij al-Muhaj” of Sheokh Abu al-Hasan Qutb
al-Din ak-Kaydarl (d.576 AH/ 1180), a commentator of the Nahj al-
Balaghah. Al-Sabzawarl, a disciple of Allamah al- Hilli, translated the book
“Mabahij” into Persian and added some hadiths to it, too. Since al-KaydarI’s
book “Mabahij” has long been lost, such hadith found their places for the
first in the Arabic cultural heritage.



Bagqir al-Majlesr (1037-1110 AH/ 1627- 1698) relied on some of the hadiths
of this book both directly and indirectly. This book has become the 23"
volume in the series of the sources of Bihar al-Anwir.

About the Author

The author of the present work is sayyid Wall b.Ni’mat Allah al-Husayni al
Radaw, a distinguished scholar of the 10"/ 16" Century. Described by some
biographers as “a pious scholar and an erudite and respectable hadith
relator”, he was living at Karbala around the year 981 AH/ 1573. He
produced a number of works on the lives and times of the fourteen infallibles
such that they drew the attention of high- ranking hadith-scholars, for
example, Allameh al-Majles, Sheikh Hurr of al-Amill, Sayyid Hashim al-
Bahranl, Muhaddith al-Nurl, to mention just a few. Some of his works
include the following books: “Jannah al-Mushtagin fi Mu’jizat Sayyid al-
Mursalin”, “Kanz al- Maralib wa Fakhr al-Managib fi Fada’il Ali b. Abi
Talib”, “Al- Asal al-Musaffa fi Fadl al- Salah’ala al-Nablyy al-Mustafa”,
“Mihaj al-Hagg wa al-yaqin fi Tafdill Ali Amir al-Mu’menin ala s@’ir al-
Anblya wa al-Mursalin ma khaldé Muhammad Khatam al-NablyyIn” and
“Nawadir man la Yahduruh al-Faqth.

Editing Modus Operant

The present book was edited on the basis of the only manuscript kept at the
University of Tehran. The book was first checked against its manuscript, and
then with the source drawn upon by the original author. In case the source in
question has not been available in print, the hadiths quoted are verified in the
oldest sources. Finally, a most appropriate version is provided, with variant
phrasing and wordings indicated in footnotes.

To achieve better readability, some words have added to facilitate the
flow of the text. When the words/ phrases were added by the editor, they are
indicated within square brackets [ ; if they were added by the original
author, they are singled out by being indicated within parantheses ().

Accuracy of documentation is also observed. The Quranie verses are
followed by exact references; the hadiths are supported by references to the
first- hand Sunnite and Shiite sources, difficult works receive glosses, and
short biographical notes are provided for the personalities whose names are
mentioned in the texts.



Introduction

Preamble

The biography, especial what is called in Arabic as Sirah, especially those of
great people, and above all, those of religious leaders, cannot be regarded
merely as an anecdote of past day, nor as a series of inevitable historical
happenings. Doubtless, a profound outlook and scholarly analyses in
historical remembering of the lives of our religious leaders have shed light
on our present-day lives. This will certainly help us in the dilemmas of the
present-day expectations and enquiries. Further, studies on the Siras
(biographies) can be regarded as a yardstick for our today life and a light for
the tomorrow.

Amidst all these historical labyrinths, anybody who has smell the
fragrance of the true Islam, they would declare that the two great Islamic
leaders, that is Imam al-Hasan and Imam al-Husayn expressed the most
beautiful vistas of Islam. Imam al=Hasan with his patience and peace treaty,
and Imam al-Husayn with his contentment and uprising portrayed the
enquiries of the truth-seekers throughout history.

The present book, complete in itself, endeavors to shed light on a corner
of the history of the lives of these two infallible Imams. The author of this
work was certainly aware of the hadth literature and resources. He pieced
together the materials of this book, drawing on ancient and authoritation
resources of hadith and Sira. In a nutshell, this book can provide a vivid
picture of the noble characters of these two grandson s of the Prophet
Muhammad.

The Allameh al-Majlesl Library of Qom has long decided to work out a
new edition of this book. This was because of the late Allameh Mohammad-






Source (23):

Majma’ al-Bahrayn fi Manaqib al-Sibtayn
al-Hasan wa al-Husayn

By
Sayyid Wall b.Ni’mat Allah al-Husayni al-RadawlI al-Ha’ir]
(living around 981 AH/ 1573)

Edited by
Sayyid Husayn al-Musawi al-Burujirdl

Under the supervision of
‘Allameh MajlesI Library Research Group



© 1432 AH/ 2011 AD published by ¢Allamah Majlist Library
All right reserved

No part of this book may be used or reproduced in any manner
whatsoever without written permission. No part of this book may be
stored in retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means
including electronic, electrostatic; magnetic tape, mechanical,
photocopying, recording, or otherwise without the prior permission in
writing of the publisher.

‘Allémah MajlisI Library
No. 48, Alley 6 (Hedayati), Alley 18, Fatemi Ave. (Dourshahr)
Qom, Iran

www.almajlesilib.com
info@almajlesilib.com



.‘ 2\
..\/ v/

‘Allamah MajlesI Library

Center for
Publlcatlon of Shiite Theological Manuscripts

Source of
BIHAR AL-ANWAR
Great Shitte Tradition (HadIth) Compendium

By
Sayyid Wall b.Ni’mat Allah al-Husayni al-RadawI al-HairT
(living around 981 AH/ 1573)

Series Editor
Seyed Hassan Mousavi Boroujerdi



Majma’ al-Bahrayn fi Managib al-Sibtayn
al-Hasan wa al-Husayn






