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Addendum:
THE COMPLETE EDITIONS OF:
'All's Instructions to
Malik al-Ashtar*
(TheRightsandDutiesoftheSocietyGovernor)

Oneoftheearliestand bestexpositionsofislam’sex-
plicitandimplicitinstructionsconcerninggovernment
and tts role in society is 'Ali's instructions to Malik tbn
al-Harithal-Nakha't, surnamedal-Ashtar[1].'AlilbnAbi
Talibwrote theseinstructionstoal-Ashtarwhenheap-
pointed himgovernorof Egyptandits provinces. Malik
waspoisonedonhiswaytoassumehispostasgovernor
of Egyptintheyear658/37 or 659/38, shortly after 'Ali
became caliph.

Amongallhislettersitembracesthelargestnumber
ofgood qualities. Sincetheseinstructionsformpart of
'Ali'sNahjal-balaghah, theyhavebeendiscussedbyall
themorethan100commentatorsonthetext. Anextensive
useoftwoofthemostfamousofthecommentarieswas
made.

Thefirstis by Ibn Abi-l-Hadid (d. 1257/655), a histo-
ranwhowasattachedtothe AbbasidcourtinBaghdad.
ThesecondisbylbnMaythamal-Bahrani,awell-known
Sht'itescholarandtheologianwhodiedin3-1282/679.In
additionAswellastheglossesoftheEgyptiannineteenth
centuryreformerMuhammad’'Abduh(d.1905)andoneor

two other modern Commentaries.
Yo



Part One: Introduction [2]

IntheNameofGod,theMerciful,theCompassionate

This is that with which ‘Ali, the servant of God and
CommanderoftheFaithful,chargedMalikibnal-Harith
al-Ashtarin hisinstructionstohimwhenheappointed
him governor of Egypt: to collect its land tax, [3] towar
againstitsenemies,toimprovetheconditionofthepeo-
pleandtoengenderprosperityinitsregions.Hecharged
himtofearGod,topreferobediencetoHim(overallelse)
andtofollowwhatHehasdirectedinHisBook-boththe
actsHehasmadeobligatoryandthoseHerecommends
[4]-fornoneattainsfelicitybuthewhofollowsHisdirec-
tlons,andnoneisovercomebywretchednessbuthewho
deniesthemand lets themsslip by. (He charged him) to
helpGod-glorybetoHim-withhisheart, hishandandhts
tongue, [5]forHe-majesticisHisName-haspromisedto
helphimwhoexaltsHim.[6]Andhechargedhimtobreak
thepassionsofhissoulandrestrainitinitsrecalcitrance,
forthe soulincitesto evil, exceptinasmuch as God has
mercy. [7]
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Part Two: Commands and Instructions Concerning
Righteous Action in the Affairs of the State:

Know, O Malik, thatlam sendingyou toalandwhere
governments,justand unjust, have existed beforeyou.
People willlook uponyour affairs in the same way that
youwerewonttolookupontheaffairsoftherulersbefore
you.Theywillspeakaboutyouasyouwerewonttospeak
aboutthoserulers.Andtherighteousareonlyknownby
thatwhich God causesto passconcerningthemonthe
tonguesofHisservants.Soletthedearestofyourtreasur-
lesbethetreasuryofrighteousaction.Controlyourdesire
andrestrainyoursoulfromwhatisnotlawfultoyou, for
restraintofthesoulisforittobeequitousinwhatitlikes
anddislikes.Infuseyourheartwithmercy,loveandkind-
nessforyoursubjects.Benotinfaceofthemavoracious
animal, counting them as easy prey, for they are of two
kinds: either they are your brothers in religion or your
equalsincreation.Errorcatchesthemunaware, deficien-
ciesovercomethem, (evildeeds)arecommittedbythem
intentionallyandbymistake.Sograntthemyourpardon
andyourforgivenesstothe same extentthatyouhope
Godwillgrantyou His pardonand His forgiveness. For
youareabovethem,andhewhoappointedyouisabove
you,and Godisabovehimwhoappointedyou.Godhas
soughtfromyouthefulfillmentoftheirrequirementsand
He is trying you with them.

SetyourselfnotuptowaragainstGod, [8]foryouhave
nopoweragainstHisvengeance,norareyouabletodis-
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pensewithHispardonandHismercy.Neverberegretful
ofpardonorrejoiceatpunishment,andneverhasten(to
act)uponanimpulseifyoucanfindabettercourse.Nev-
er say, "l am invested with authority, | give orders and
| am obeyed,” for surely that is corruption in the heart,
enfeeblementofthereligionandanapproachtochanges
(infortune).lftheauthorityyoupossessengenderinyou
prideorarrogance, thenreflectuponthetremendousness
of the dominion of God above you and His power over
you in that in which you yourself have no control. This
willsubdueyourrecalcitrance, restrainyourviolenceand
restoreinyouwhathasleftyouofthe powerofyourrea-
son.BewareofvyingwithGodinHistremendousnessand
likeningyourselftoHiminHis exclusive power, for God
abases every tyrant and humiliates all who are proud.

Seethatjusticeisdonetowards God[9]andjusticeis
done towards the people by yourself, your own family
and those whomyou favoramongyoursubjects. Forif
youdonotdoso,youhaveworkedwrong.Andasforhim
who wrongs the servants of God, God is his adversary,
notto speak of His servants. God renders nulland void
theargumentofwhosoevercontendswith Him.Sucha
onewillbeGod'senemyuntilhedesistsorrepents.Noth-
ingis more conducive to the removalof God's blessing
andthehasteningofHisvengeancethantocontinuein
wrongdoing,forGodharkenstothecalloftheoppressed
andHeiseveronthewatchagainstthewrongdoers.[10]

Letthedearestofyouraffairsbethosewhicharemid-
dlemostinrightfulness,[11]mostinclusiveinjusticeand
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mostcomprehensivein(establishing)thecontentofthe
subjects.Forthediscontentofthecommonpeopleinvali-
datesthecontentoffavorites,andthediscontentoffavor-
itesispardonedat(theachievementof)thecontentofthe
masses.Moreover,noneofthesubjectsismoreburden-
someupontherulerinease andless ofahelptohimin
trialthanhisfavorites.(Noneare)moredisgustedbyeqg-
uity,moreimportunateindemands, lessgratefuluponbe-
stowal,slowertopardon(theruleruponhis)withholding
(favor)andmoredeficientinpatienceatthemisfortunes
oftimethanthefavorites.Whereasthesupportofreligion,
thesolidarityofMuslimsandpreparednessinthefaceof
theenemylieonlywiththecommonpeopleofthecom-
munity, so let yourinclination and affection be toward
them.Letthefarthestofyoursubjectsfromyouandthe
mosthatefultoyoubehewhomostseeksoutthefaultsof
men.Formenpossessfaults, whichtherulermorethan
anyoneelseshouldconceal.Sodonotuncoverthoseof
them which are hidden from you, for it is only encum-
bentuponyoutoremedywhatappearsbeforeyou.God
willjudgewhatishiddenfromyou.Soveilimperfection
tothe extentyou are able; God will veil that of yourself
whichyouwould liketohaveveiled fromyoursubjects.
Loosefrommentheknotofeveryresentment,severfrom
yourselfthecauseofeveryanimosity,andignoreallthat
whichdoesnotbecomeyourstation.Neverhastentobe-
lievetheslanderer,fortheslandererisadeceiver,evenif
he seems to be a sincere advisor.

Bring not into your consultation a miser, who might
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turnyouawayfromliberalityand promiseyoupoverty;
[12]noracoward,whomightenfeebleyouinyouraffairs;
noragreedyman,whomightinhislustdeckoutoppres-
siontoyouassomethingfair.Miserliness,cowardliness
andgreedarediversetemperamentswhichhaveincom-
mon distrust in God. [13]
Trulytheworstofyourviziersarethosewhowerethe
viziersoftheevil(rulers)beforeyouandsharedwiththem
intheirsins.Letthemnotbeamongyourretinue, forthey
areaidesofthesinnersandbrothersofthewrongdoers.
Youwillfindthebestofsubstitutesforthemfromamong
thosewho possess the like of theirideas and effective-
nessbutarenotencumbrancedbythelikeoftheirsinsand
crimes; who have notaided awrongdoerin hiswrongs
norasinnerinhissins. Thesewillbealighterburdenupon
you,abetteraid, moreinclinedtowardyouinsympathy
andlessintimatewithpeopleotherthanyou.Sochoose
thesemenasyourspecialcompanionsinprivacyandat
assemblies.Thenletthemostinfluentialamongthembe
hewhospeaksmosttoyouwiththebitternessofthetruth
andsupportsyouleastinactivitieswhichGoddislikesin
Hisfriends, howeverthisstrikesyour pleasure.Cling to
menofpietyandveracity. Thenaccustomthemnottolav-
ishpraiseuponyounorto(tryto)gladdenyouby/(attribut-
ingtoyou)avanityyoudidnotdo, [14]forthelavishingof
abundantpraisecausesarroganceanddraws(one)closeto
pride.
Neverletthegood-doerandtheevil-doerpossessan
equalstationbeforeyou,forthatwouldcausethegood-
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doertoabstainfromhisgood-doingandhabituatetheevil-
doertohisevil-doing.Imposeuponeachofthemwhathe
has imposed upon himself. [15]

Knowthatthereisnothingmoreconducivetotheruler’s
trustinghissubjectsthanthathebekindtowardsthem,
lightentheirburdensandabandoncoercingtheminthat
in which they possess not the ability. So in this respect
youshouldattainasituationinwhichyoucanconfidently
trustyoursubjects, fortrusting (them)willseverfromyou
lastingstrain.[16] Andsurelyhewhomostdeservesyour
trustishewhohasdonewellwhenyouhavetested him,
and hewho mostdeserves your mistrustishewho has
donebadlywhenyouhavetestedhim.Abolishnoproper
custom(sunnah)whichhasbeenacteduponbythelead-
ersofthiscommunity,throughwhichharmonyhasbeen
strengthened and because of which the subjects have
prospered.Createnonewcustomwhichmightinanyway
prejudicethecustomsofthepast, lesttheirrewardbelong
tohimwhooriginatedthem,andtheburdenbeuponyou
to the extent that you have abolished them.

Studymuchwithmenofknowledge('ulama’)andcon-
verse much with sages (hukama’) concerning the con-
solidation ofthatwhich causesthestate ofyourlandto
prosperandtheestablishmentofthatbywhichthepeople
before you remained strong. [17]
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Part Three: Concerning the Classes of Men:

Knowthatsubjectsareofvariousclasses,noneofwhich
canbesetarightwithouttheothersandnoneofwhichis
independentfromtheothers.Amongthemare(l.)thesol-
diersofGod, (2.)secretariesforthecommonpeopleand
thepeopleofdistinction,[18]executorsofjustice[19]and
administratorsofequityandkindness,[3)[20.) payersof
jizyah[21]andlandtax,namelythepeopleofprotective
covenants[22]andtheMuslims,(4.)merchantsandcrafts-
menand(5.)thelowestclass,theneedyandwretched.For
eachofthemGodhasdesignatedaportion,andcommen-
suratewitheachportionHehasestablishedobligatoryacts
(faridah)inHisBookandtheSunnahofHisProphet-may
Godblesshimandhishouseholdandgivethempeace-as
a covenant from Him maintained by us. [23]

Nowsoldiers,bytheleaveofGod,arethefortressesof
thesubjects,theadornmentofrulers,themightofreligion
andthemeanstosecurity. Thesubjectshavenosupport
butthem,andthesoldiersintheirturnhavenosupport
butthelandtaxwhichGodhasextractedforthem,(atax)
bywhichtheyaregiventhepowertowaragainsttheiren-
emyanduponwhichtheydependforthatwhichputstheir
situationinorderandmeetstheirneeds.Thenthesetwo
classes(soldiersandtaxpayers)havenosupportbutthe
thirdclass,thejudges,administratorsandsecretaries, for
theydrawupcontracts,[24]gatheryields,andareentrust-
ed with private and public affairs. And all of these have
nosupportbutthemerchantsandcraftsmen,throughthe
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goodswhichtheybringtogetherandthemarketswhich
theysetup.Theyprovidefortheneeds(ofthefirstthree
classes)byacquiringwiththeirownhandsthose(goods)
towhichtheresourcesofothersdonotattain.Thenthere
isthe lowest class, the needy and wretched, thosewho
have the right to aid and assistance. With God there is
plentyforeach(oftheclasses).Eachhasaclaimuponthe
rulertothe extentthatwillsetitaright.Buttherulerwill
nottrulyaccomplishwhatGodhasenjoineduponhimin
thisrespectexceptbyresolutelystriving, byrecourseto
God'shelp, by reconciling himselftowhatthe truthre-
quiresandbybeingpatientinthefaceofitinwhatiseasy
for him or burdensome.
(I)Appointascommanderfromamongyourtroopsthat
personwhoisinyoursightthemostsincereinthewayof
GodandHisProphetandofyourimam,[25]whoispurest
ofheartandmostoutstandinginintelligence,whoisslow
toanger, relievedtopardon,gentletotheweakandharsh
withthestrongandwhotisnotstirredtoactionbysever-
ity norheldbackbyincapacity. Thenhold fasttomen of
nobledescentandthoseofrighteousfamiliesandgood
precedents,thentomenofbravery,courage,generosity
andmagnanimity, fortheyareencompassedbynobility
and embraced by honor.
Theninspecttheaffairsofthesoldiers[26]asparents
inspecttheirownchild.Neverletanythingthroughwhich
youhavestrengthenedthemdistressyou,anddisdainnot
a kindness you have undertaken for them, even if it be
small, foritwillinvitethemtocounselyousincerelyand
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trustyou.Donotleaveasidetheexaminationoftheirmi-
noraffairswhiledependingupon(theexaminationof)the
great, for there is a place where they will profit from a
triflingkindness,andanoccasioninwhichtheycannotdo
without the great.

Amongthechiefsofyourarmyfavormosthimwhoas-
siststhesoldierswithhisaidandbestowsuponthemwhat
isathisdisposaltotheextentthatsufficesboththemand
themembersoftheirfamiliesleftbehind.[27]Thentheir
concerninbattlewiththeenemywillbeasingleconcern,
foryour kind inclination toward them will incline their
heartstoyou.[28] Verilytheforemostdelightoftheeye
forrulersistheestablishmentofjusticeinthelandandthe
appearanceofloveforthemamongthesubjects.[29]But
surelythesubjects’lovewillnotappearwithoutthewell-
beingoftheirbreasts,andtheirsincerity (towardrulers)
willnotbecomefreefromblemishesunlesstheywatch
overtheirrulers, findtheirgovernmentsoflittleburden
andceasetohopethattheirperiod(ofrule)willsooncome
toanend.Thereforelettheirhopesbeexpanded,andper-
sistinpraisingthemwarmlyandtakingintoaccountthe
(good)accomplishmentsofeveryoneamongthemwho
hasaccomplished, for frequent mention of theirgood
deedswillencouragetheboldandrousetheindolent,God
willing.

Then recognize in every man that which he has ac-
complished, attributenotoneman’saccomplishmentto
anotherandfallnotshort(ofattributing)tohimthefull
extentofhisaccomplishment.Letnotaman’seminence
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inviteyoutoconsiderasgreatanaccomplishmentwhich
wassmall,noraman’slowlinessto considerassmallan
accomplishmentwhichwasgreat. RefertoGodandHis
Messengeranyconcernswhichdistressyouandanymat-
terswhich are obscure foryou, for God-high be He ex-
alted-hassaidtoapeoplewhomHedesiredtoguide,”"O
believers,obeyGod,andobeytheMessengerandthosein
authorityamongyou.lfyoushouldquarrelonanything,
refer it to God and the Messenger” (IV, 59). To refer to
GodistoadheretothecleartextofHisBook,[30]whileto
refertotheProphetistoadheretohisuniting(al-jamt’ah)
Sunnah, not the dividing (al-mufarriq). [31]
(2a.)Thenchoosetojudge(al-hukm)amongmenhim
who inyour sight is the most excellent of subjects, i.e.,
onewhoisnotbeleagueredby(complex)affairs,whois
notrenderedill-temperedbythelitigants,[32]whodoes
notpersistinerror,whoisnotdistressedbyreturningto
thetruthwhenherecognizesit,whosesouldoesnotde-
scend to any kind of greed, who is not satisfied withan
inferiorunderstanding(ofathing)shortofthemorethor-
ough,whohesitatesmostin(actinginthefaceof)obscuri-
ties,whoadheresmosttoarguments,whoistheleastto
becomeannoyedatthepetitionofthelitigants,whoisthe
mostpatient(inwaiting)forthefactstobecomeclearand
whoisthefirmestwhentheverdicthasbecomemanifest;
amanwhodoesnotbecomeconceitedwhenpraiseislav-
isheduponhimandwhoisnotattractedbytemptation.
But such (men) are rare.
Thereuponinvestigatefrequentlyhisexecutionofthe
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law (gada’) and grantgenerously to himthatwhichwill
eliminate hislacksand throughwhichhisneed formen
willdecrease.Bestowuponhimthatstationneartoyou
towhichnoneofyourotherfavoritesmayaspire, thatby
ithemaybesecurefrom(character)assassinationbefore
you by menofimportance.[33] (Insum)study that(i.e.,
theselectionofjudges)withthoroughconsideration,for
thisreligionwasprisonerinthehandsofthewicked,who
actedwithitoutofcapriceandusedittoseek(theplea-
sures of) the present world. [34]
(2b.)Thenlookintotheaffairsofyouradministrators.
Employthem (only after) having tested (them)and ap-
pointthemnotwithfavoritismorarbitrariness,forthese
two(attributes)embracedifferentkindsofoppressionand
treachery.[35]Amongthemlookforpeopleofexperience
andmodesty[36]fromrighteousfamiliesforemostinls-
lam, [37]fortheyarenoblerinmoralqualities,moregenu-
tneindignityandlessconcernedwithambitiousdesigns,
andtheyperceivemorepenetratinglytheconsequences
of affairs. Then bestow provisionsupon them liberally,
forthatwillempowerthemtosetthemselvesarightand
todispensewithconsumingwhatisundertheirauthority;
anditisanargumentagainstthemiftheyshoulddisobey
your command or sully your trust.
Theninvestigatetheiractions.Despatchtruthfuland
loyalobservers(towatch)overthem,foryourinvestiga-
tionoftheiraffairsinsecretwillincite themto carry out
theirtrustfaithfullyandtoactkindlytowardthesubjects.
Beheedfulofaides.lfoneofthemshouldextendhishand
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inatreacherousact, concerningwhichtheintelligence
receivedagainsthimfromyourobserversconcurs,and
ifyou are satisfied with thatasawitness, subjecthimto
corporealpunishmentandseizehimforwhatbefellfrom
hisaction.Theninstallhiminapositionofdegradation,
brandhimwithtreacheryandgirdhimwiththeshameof
accusation.
(3.)Investigatethesituationofthelandtaxinamanner
that will rectify the state of those who pay it, for in the
correctnessofthelandtaxandthewelfareofthetaxpay-
ersisthewelfareofothers. Thewelfare ofotherswillnot
beachieved exceptthroughthem, forthe people, allof
them,aredependentuponthelandtaxandthosewhopay
it. Letyourcarefortheprosperity oftheearthbedeeper
thanyourcareforthecollectingoflandtax, foritwillnot
begatheredexceptinprosperity.Whoeverexactslandtax
withoutprosperityhasdesolatedthelandanddestroyed
theservants(of God).Hisaffairswillremaininorderbut
briefly.
Soifyoursubjectscomplainofburden,[38]ofblight, of
thecuttingoffofirrigationwater, oflackofrain,orofthe
transformationoftheearththroughitsbeinginundatedby
afloodorruinedbydrought, lighten(theirburden)tothe
extentyou wish their affairs to be rectified. And let not
anythingbywhichyouhavelightenedtheirburdenweigh
heavily against you, for it is a store which they will re-
turntoyoubybringingaboutprosperityinyourlandand
embellishingyourrule. Youwillgaintheirfairest praise
andprideyourselfatthespreadingforthofjusticeamong
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them.Youwillbeabletodependupontheincreaseintheir
strength(resulting)fromwhatyoustoredawaywiththem
whenyougavethemease;andupontheirtrust,sinceyou
accustomedthemtoyourjusticetowardthemthrough
yourkindnesstothem.Thenperhaps matterswillarise
which afterwards they willunder take gladly if in these
youdependuponthem,forprosperitywillcarrythatwith
which you burden it. Truly the destruction of the earth
onlyresultsfromthedestitutionofitsinhabitants,andits
inhabitantsbecomedestituteonlywhenrulersconcern
themselveswithamassing(wealth),whentheyhavemis-
givingsabouttheendurance(oftheirownrule)[39]and
when they profit little from warning examples.
(2c.)Thenexaminethestateofyoursecretariesandput
thebestoftheminchargeofyouraffairs.[40]Assignthose
ofyourlettersinwhichyouinsertyourstrategemsandse-
cretstohimamongthemmostgenerouslyendowedwith
theaspectsofrighteousmoralqualities,apersonwhom
highestatedoesnotmakereckless,thatbecauseofithe
mightbesoboldastoopposeyouinthe presenceofan
assembly.(Heshouldbesomeone)whomnegligencewill
nothinderfromdeliveringtoyouthelettersofyourad-
ministrators,norfromissuingtheiranswersproperlyfor
you in that which he takes for you and bestows in your
stead;apersonwhowillnotweakenacontractwhichhe
bindsforyou,norwillhebeincapableofdissolvingwhat
hasbeencontractedtoyourloss;amanwhoisnotigno-
rant of the extent of hisown value in affairs, for he who
isignorantofhisownvalueisevenmoreignorantofthe
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value of others.

Letnotyourchoosing ofthembeinaccordancewith
yourowndiscernment,confidenceandgoodopinion,for
menmakethemselvesknowntothediscernmentofrul-
ersbydissimulatingandservingthemwell,eventhough
beyondthistheremaybenothingofsincerecounseland
loyalty.Ratherexaminetheminthatwithwhichtheywere
entrustedbytherighteousbeforeyou.Dependuponhim
whohasleftthefairestimpressionuponthecommonpeo-
pleandwhosecountenanceisbestknownfortrustworthi-
ness.Thiswillbe proofofyoursinceritytoward Godand
toward him whose affair has been entrusted to you.

Appointtothe head of each of your concerns a chief
fromamongthesemen, (aperson)whoisneitherover-
poweredwhenthese concernsaregreatnordisturbed
whentheyare many.Whateverfaultofyoursecretaries
you overlookwillcometobeattachedtoyou.(4.) Then
makemerchantsandcraftsmen-thosewhoareperma-
nentlyfixed,thosewhomoveaboutwiththeirwaresand
thosewhoprofitfrom(thelaborof)theirownbody[41]-
yourownconcern,andurgeotherstodoso,[42]forthey
arethebasesofbenefitsandthemeansofattainingcon-
veniences.Theybring(benefitsandconveniences)from
remoteandinaccessibleplacesintheland,sea,plainsand
mountains,andfromplaceswheremenneithergatherto-
gethernordaretogo.(Themerchantsandcraftsmen)are
agentlenessfromwhichthereisnofearofcalamityand
apacifityfromwhichthereisnoworryofdisruption.[43]
Examinetheiraffairsinyourpresenceandineverycorner
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of your land.

Butknow,nevertheless, thatinmanyofthemisshame-
fulmiserliness,detestableavarice, hoardingofbenefits
and arbitrariness in sales. This is a source of loss to all
andastainuponrulers.Soprohibithoarding (ihtikar),for
theMessengerofGod-mayGodblesshimandhishouse-
holdandgivethempeace-prohibitedit.[44] Letselling
beanopenhandedselling,withjustlybalancedscalesand
priceswhichdonotprejudiceeitherparty,buyerorseller.
[45]Asforhimwholetshimselfbetemptedtohoardafter
you haveforbidden him (todoso), makeanexample of
him and punish him, but not excessively.

(5.) Then (fear) God, (fear) God regarding the lowest
class, thewretched, needy, sufferingand disabled who
havenomeansattheirdisposal,forinthisclassthereishe
whobegsandhewhoisneedy(butdoesnotbeg).Beheed-
fulfor God's sake of those rights of theirs which He has
entrustedtoyou.Setasideforthemashareofyourtrea-
sury(baytal-mal)andineverytownashareoftheproduce
ofthelandsoflslamtakenasbooty(sawafial-islam),[46]
fortothefarthestawayofthembelongstheequivalentof
whatbelongstothenearest.[47]Youareboundtoobserve
therightofeachofthem,sobenotdistractedfromthem
byarrogance, foryouwillnotbe excusedif, toattend to
theveryimportantaffair,youneglectthetrifling,Soavert
notyoursolicitudefromthemandturnnotyourfaceaway
from them in contempt.

Investigatetheaffairsofthose(ofthelowestclass)who
areunabletogainaccesstoyou,thoseuponwhomeyes
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disdainto gaze and whom menregard with scorn. Ap-
pointtoattendexclusivelytothemapersonwhomyou
trustfromamong the god fearingand humble, and let
himsubmittoyoutheiraffairs.Thenacttowardthemina
mannerthatwillabsolveyoubeforeGodonthedaythat
youmeetHim.[48]Foramongthesubjectsthesearemore
inneedofequitythanothers.Inthecaseofeachofthem
prepareyourexcusewithGodbyaccomplishingforhim
hisrightfully due (al-haqq). Take uponyourselfthe up-
keepoftheorphansandagedfromamongthosewhohave
nomeansattheirdisposalanddonotexertthemselvesin
begging.(Allof) thisisaheavyburdenuponrulers.The
truth (al-haqq), allofit, isa heavy burden.But God may
lightenitforpeoplewhoseekthefinalend,whoadmon-
ishtheirsoulstobepatientandtrustinthetruthofGod's
promise to them.
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Part Four: Commands and Prohibitions in Malik al-
Ashtar’s Best Interest
Setasideforthosewhohaverequests(hajat)fromyou
a portion (of your time) in which you yourself are free
to(attend)tothem.Holdanopenaudienceforthemand
thereinbehumblebeforeGodwhocreatedyou.Keepthe
soldiersandaideswhoareyourbodyguardsandpolice
awayfromthemsothattheirspokesmanmayaddressyou
withoutstammering(infear),forlheardtheMessengerof
God-mayGodblesshimandhishouseholdandgivethem
peace-saynot(only) ononeoccasion, “Nocommunity
shallbesanctifiedwithinwhichtherightfullydueofthe
weakmaynotbetakenfromthestrongwithoutstammer-
ing(bytheweak)”.Furthermoresufferthemtobecoarse
andfalteringofspeechandbecomenotannoyedandangry
withthem.Forthat God willoutspread thewingsof His
mercy overyouand makebindingforyouthereward of
havingobeyedHim.Bestowwhatyoubestowinapleas-
antmannerandrefrain(fromgrantingrequestswhenyou
must) gracefully and while asking pardon.
Thenthereare certain of youraffairs whichyou must
takeinhandpersonally. Amongthemisgivinganearto
youradministratorswhenyoursecretarieshavebeenun-
abletofindthecorrectsolution,andamongthemisat-
tendingtotherequestsofmenwhenpresentedtoyoube-
causethebreastsofyouraideshavebeenstraitened by
them. [49]
Eachdayperformtheworkofthatday,fortoeachbe-
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Part Four: Commands and Prohibitions in Malik al-
Ashtar’s Best Interest
Setasideforthosewhohaverequests(hajat)fromyou
a portion (of your time) in which you yourself are free
to(attend)tothem.Holdanopenaudienceforthemand
thereinbehumblebeforeGodwhocreatedyou.Keepthe
soldiersandaideswhoareyourbodyguardsandpolice
awayfromthemsothattheirspokesmanmayaddressyou
withoutstammering(infear),forlheardtheMessengerof
God-mayGodblesshimandhishouseholdandgivethem
peace-saynot(only) ononeoccasion, “Nocommunity
shallbesanctifiedwithinwhichtherightfullydueofthe
weakmaynotbetakenfromthestrongwithoutstammer-
ing (bytheweak)”.Furthermoresufferthemtobecoarse
andfalteringofspeechandbecomenotannoyedandangry
withthem.Forthat God willoutspread thewings of His
mercyoveryouand makebindingforyouthereward of
havingobeyedHim.Bestowwhatyoubestowinapleas-
antmannerandrefrain(fromgrantingrequestswhenyou
must) gracefully and while asking pardon.
Thenthereare certain of youraffairs whichyou must
takeinhandpersonally. Amongthemisgivinganearto
youradministratorswhenyoursecretarieshavebeenun-
abletofindthecorrectsolution,andamongthemisat-
tendingtotherequestsofmenwhenpresentedtoyoube-
causethebreastsofyouraideshavebeenstraitened by
them. [49]
Eachdayperformtheworkofthatday,fortoeachbe-
longswhatis propertoit. Setaside foryourselfin what
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isbetweenyouandGodthemostexcellentofthesehours
andthefullestoftheseportions,eventhoughallofthem
belongtoGodifinthemyourintentioniscorrectandbe-
causeofthemthesubjectsremainsecure.Inmakingyour
religionsincerely God's performespecially His obliga-
tions(fara'id), [50]whichpertainonlytoHim.Sogiveto
Godofyourbodyinyournightandyourday,and com-
plete in a perfectmanner, neither defectively nor defi-
ciently,whatbringsyouneartoGod,nomatterwhatmay
befall your body (as a result). [51]

Whenyoustandtoleadmeninthecanonicalprayers,
nettherdrive (them)away(byprayingtoolengthily)nor
mar (the prayerby performingittoo quickly orfaultily),
foramongmentherearesomewhoareillandotherswho
areneedy.laskedtheMessengerofGod-mayGodbless
himandhishouseholdandgivethempeace-whenhesent
metotheYemen, “"Howshallllead theminprayer?”He
said, “Leadtheminprayerastheweakestofthemprays,
and be merciful to the believers.”

Furthermore, prolongnotyourseclusion(ihtijab)from
yoursubjects,forrulers’seclusionfromsubjectsisakind
of constraint and (results in) a lack of knowledge of af-
fairs.Seclusionfromthemcutsrulersofffromtheknowl-
edgeofthatfromwhichtheyhavebeensecluded.Then
thegreatappearstothemassmallandthesmallasgreat.
Thebeautifulappearsasuglyandtheuglyasbeautiful.
Andthetruthbecomesstainedwithfalsehood.Theruleris
onlyaman.Hedoesnotknowtheaffairswhichmenhide
from him. There are no marks upon the truth by which
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thevariouskindsofveracitymightbedistinguishedfrom
falsehood.

Again, you are one of only two men: either you give
generouslyinthewayofthetruth-thenwhysecludeyour-
selffromcarryingoutavalidobligationorperforminga
nobledeed?Orelseyouareafflicted by niggardliness-
then how quickly willmenrefrain from petitioning you
when they despair of your generosityl Moreover, most
requestsmenpresenttoyouarethosewhichimposeno
burdenuponyou,suchasacomplaintagainstawrongor
the seeking of equity in a transaction.

Thensurelytherulerhasfavoritesandintimates,among
whomthereisacertainarrogation, transgressionandlack
ofequityintransactions.Removethesubstanceofthese
(qualities) by cuttingoffthemeansofobtainingthesesit-
uations.Bestownofiefsuponanyofyourentourageor
relatives, norletthemcovetfromyoutheacquisition of
alandedestate[52]whichwouldbringlosstothepeople
borderinguponitin(termsof)awatersupplyoracommon
undertaking,theburdenofwhichwouldbeimposedupon
them.[53]Itsbenefitwouldbeforthose(whoacquiredthe
flefs)and notforyou,anditsfaultwouldbeuponyouin
this world and the next.

Imposetheright(al-hagg)uponwhomsoeveritisen-
cumbent,whetherheberelatedtoyouornot.[54] Bepa-
tientinthisandlooktoyour(ultimate)account(muhtasib),
[55]howeverthismayeffectyourrelativesandfavorites.
Desiresheultimateendinthatofit(imposingtheright)
whichweighsheavilyagainstyou,foritsoutcomewillbe
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praiseworthy.

Ifany ofyoursubjectsshould suspectyouofaninjus-
tice, explaintothemyourjustification.Byyourexplana-
tion turn their suspicions away from yourself. Thereby
youtrainyoursoul(nafs),actkindlytoyoursubjectsand
justify(yourself)inamannertoattainyourneed, i.e., set-
ting them in the way of the truth.

Neverrejectapeacetowhichyourenemycallsyouand
inwhichis God's pleasure, forin peace there is ease for
yoursoldiers, relaxationfromyourcaresandsecurityfor
yourland.Butbe cautious, very cautious, withyouren-
emyafter(havingmade) peacewithhim,fortheenemy
mayhavedrawnnearinordertotakeadvantageof(your)
negligence.Thereforebeprudentandhavedoubtsabout
trusting your enemy in this (matter).

Ifyoubindanagreementbetweenyourselfandyour
enemyorclothhiminaprotectivecovenant(dhimmah),
guardyouragreementingoodfaithandtendtoyourcov-
enantwithfidelity.Makeofyourselfashieldbeforewhat
youhavegranted, [56]formendonotunitemorefirmlyin
anyoftheobligations(imposeduponthem)byGodthan
tnattachingimportancetofidelityinagreements,[57]de-
spitethedivisionamongtheirsectsandthediversity of
thetropinions.Theidolaters(al-mushrikun)hadalready
adheredtothat(honoringagreements)amongthemselves
beforetheMuslims, byreasonoftheevilconsequencesof
treacherythattheyhadseen.Soneverbetrayyourprotec-
tivecovenant, neverbreakyouragreementandneverde-
celveyourenemy,fornoneisaudaciousbeforeGodbuta

wretchedfool. GodhasmadeHisagreementandHispro-
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tectivecovenantasecuritywhichHehasspreadamong
theservantsbyHismercy,andasanctuaryinwhoseim-
pregnabilitythey mayrestandinwhose proximity they
may spread forth. [58] Within it there is no corruption,
treachery or deceit.

Make notanagreementinwhichyou allow deficien-
ciesandrelynotuponambiguity oflanguage[59] after
confirmationandfinalization(oftheagreement).Letnot
thestraitnessofanaffairinwhichanagreementbefore
Godisbindinguponyouinviteyoutoseekitsabrogation
unjustly. Foryour patience in the straitness of an affair,
hopingforitssolutionandtheblessingofitsoutcomeis
betterthananactoftreachery.Youwouldfeartheact's
consequenceand(youwouldfear)thataliabilitybefore
Godwillencompassyou, a liability from which you will
not be exempted in this world or the next.

Beware of blood and spilling it unlawfully, for noth-
ingismoredeservingofvengeance(fromGod),greater
initsconsequenceormorelikelyto (bringabout)aces-
sationofblessingandthecuttingoffof(one’sappointed)
termthansheddingbloodunjustly.God-glorybetoHim-
ontheDayofResurrectionwillbeginjudgmentamong
Hisservantsoverthebloodtheyhavespilt.[60]Sonever
strengthenyourrulebysheddingunlawfulblood,forthat
isamongthefactorswhichweakenandenfeebleit, nay,
whichoverthrowandtransferit.Youhavenoexcusebe-
foreGodandbeforemeforintentionalkilling, forinthat
thereisbodilyretaliation.[61]Ifyouarestrickenbyerror,
andyourwhip, yoursword oryourhandshould exceed
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theirboundsinpunishment-forinstrikingwiththefists
andallthatexceedsitthereiskilling-neverletthearro-
ganceofyourauthority preventyoufrompayingtherela-
tives of the killed their rightfully due (al-haqq). [62]

Bewareofbeingpleasedwithyourself,[63] ofreliance
uponthatofyourselfwhichpleasesyouandoftheloveof
lavishpraise, fortheseareamongSatan’ssurestoppor-
tunitiestoeffacewhattheremightbeofthegood-doers’
good-doing.

Beware of reproaching (mann) your subjects in your
good-doing(fortheirinsufficientacknowledgmentoftheir
debttoyou),ofoverstatingthedeedsyouhavedoneand
ofmakingpromisestothemfollowedbynon-observance.
Forreproachvoidsgood-doing, [64]overstatementtakes
awaythelightofthetruthandnon-observanceresultsin
thehatredof Godand men.God-mayHebeexalted-has
said, "Very hatefulisitto God, thatyou saywhatyoudo
not” (LXI, 3).

Bewareofhurryingto(accomplish)affairsbeforetheir
(proper)time,ofneglectingthemwhentheyarepossible,
ofstubbornpersistenceinthemwhentheyareimpracti-
cableandofweaknessinthemwhentheyhavebecome
clear.So put everything in its place and perform every
action at its time.

Bewareofarrogatingforyourselfthatinwhichmenare
equal;and of negligence inthat whichis of concern af-
terithasbecomemanifesttotheeyes(ofmen),forthese
thingswillbeheldagainstyoufor(thebenefitof)others
;[65]and (bewareofnegligence)ofthefactthatlittlere-
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mains until the coverings of affairs are lifted from you
andjusticeisdemandedfromyouforthewronged.[66]

Controlthe ardor of your pride, the violence of your
strength, the force of your hand and the edge of your
tongue.Beonthyguardagainstallthesebyrestraining
impulsesanddelayingforceuntilyourangerhassubsided
andyouhavemastered (yourown)powerofchoice.But
you will not gain control over that from your soul until
youmultiply yourconcernforrememberingthereturn
unto your Lord.

Encumbentuponyouistorecallthejustgovernments,
theexcellentcustoms,theSunnahofourProphet-mayGod
blesshimandhishouseholdandgivethempeace-andthe
obligations(promulgated)intheBookofGod,whichpre-
cededyouamongthoseofearliertimes.Takeasthemod-
elforyouractionwhatyouhaveobservedustoperform
ofthem, and strive toyourutmostto followwhat|have
instructedyouinthesemyinstructions.Itrustinthemto
actasmyargumentagainstyousothatyoushallhaveno
cause for your soul’s hastening to its caprice. [67]

| ask God by the amplitude of His mercy, and His tre-
mendouspowertogranteverydesire,tobestowuponme
and you in that wherein is His pleasure success in pre-
senting Himand His creatures with a clearjustification
(forouractions).(MayHebestow)excellentpraisefrom
among Hisservants, fairinfluence intheland, comple-
tionofblessingsand manifoldincreaseinhonor. And(l
ask) that He seal (the lives of) me and you with felicity
(al-sa'adah)andmartyrdom(al-shahadah).”UntoHimwe
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arereturning” (Il,156). Peace be uponthe Messenger of
God-mayGodblesshimandhisgoodandpurehousehold
and grant them abundant peace. Wa-l-salam.

The end of the Instructions.
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Notes:

The Arabic text is found in this book on page 45.

[1]Seethearticle”al-Ashtar”inthenewEncyclopedia
of Islam. And the Wikipedia Free Encyclopedia http://
wikipedia.org/.

[2]Thedivisionintopartsandtheheadingsofpartstwo,
threeandfouraretakenfromthecommentaryoflbnMay-
tham.

[3] Thelandtax (kharaj) was collected on the basis of
theland's produce.Seethe Encyclopediaof Islam (new
edition), vol. 3, pp. 1-030s6.

[4] Fara’'idwasunan.Thefirstveryoftenrefertothose
actswhicharecommandedbyGod-suchasthefivedai-
lyprayers, fastingduringthemonthofRamadan, etc.-in
whichcasetheyarecontrastedwiththesunan,meaning
thecommandsoftheProphet,whicharedividedintothe
commandshegaveorally(gawl),theactsheperformed
(f'l)and the acts he allowed others to performwithout
criticisingorprotesting(igrar).Here, however,sinceboth
kindsofactsaresaid tobe mentioned inthe Quran, the
meaning s as translated.

[5] “ ‘With his heart’, or through firm belief; ‘with his
hand’,orthroughholywarandexertioninHis path;and
‘with his tongue’, or through speaking the truth, com-
manding the good and forbidding the evil” (Ibn Abi-l-
Hadid, vol. 17, p. 3I)

[6] Cf. Quran XLVII, 7, “O believers, if you help God,
Hewillhelpyouandconfirmyourfeet”,andothersimilar
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verses, such as XXlI, 40.

[7]NearlyadirectquotationfromQuranXIl,53:"Sure-
lythesoulincitestoevil, exceptinasmuchasmylLordhas
mercy.”

[8]"l.e.,opposeHimnotthroughactsofdisobedience”
(Ibn Abi-l-Hadid, vol 17, p- 33)

[9] “l.e., Perform for Him the worship which He has
madeencumbentuponyouandtherequirementsofintel-
ligence and tradition” (Ibn Abi-l-Hadid, vol. I7, p- 35)-

[10] Cf Quran LXXXIX, I4: “Surely the Lord is ever
on the watch'”

[11]Awsatuhafi-l-haqq,referencetothe“goldenmean”.
HeresomeofthecommentatorsmentionAristotleandre-
fertosuchhadithsoftheProphetas”“Thebestofaffairsis
their middlemost.” See for example T. al-Fakiki, al-Ra‘t
wa-l-ra’tyyah, vol. 2, Najaf, 1940, pp. I-08lII.

[12] According to Ibn Abi-l-Hadid, this sentence s
based upon the following Quranic verse: “The devil
promisesyoupovertyandbidsyouuntoindecency;but
God promisesyouHispardonand Hisbounty” (Il, 268).
HeexplainsthatthecommentatorsoftheQuransaythat
here “indecency” (al-fahsha’) means “miserliness” (al-
bukhl),andthatthemeaningof”promisesyoupoverty”
isthathemakesyoubelieveyouwillbecomepoorifyou
are generous with your wealth (vol. 17, p. 4l)

[13]IbnAbi-l-HadidcommentsthatifmantrustsGod
with certainty and sincerity, he will know that his life-
span, hisdaily provision, hiswealthand his poverty are
foreordainedandthatnothingoccursbutbyGod'sdecree
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(vol.17, p.4l). Ilbn Maytham points out that “distrust in
God begins with lack of knowledge (marifah) of Him.”
ApersonignorantofHisgenerosityandbountywillnot
knowthatHerewardswhatisexpendedinHispath;hence
he will be miserly in order to avoid poverty. He makes
similarremarksconcerningthequalitiesofcowardliness
and greed.
[14]AccordingtolbnMaythamthissentenceispartof
thedescriptionofthosefavoriteswhoshouldbemostin-
fluential.tmeansthattheruler“shouldtrainanddisci-
plinethembyforbiddingthemfrompraisinghimlavishly
ortryingtomakehimhappybyafalsestatementinwhich
theyattributetohimanactwhichhedidnotdoandbythis
attributioncausehimtobeblameworthy."Hethenquotes
thefollowingverseoftheQuran:“Reckonnotthatthose
who rejoice in what they have brought, and love to be
praisedforwhattheyhavenotdone-donotreckonthem
secure from chastisement” (I11, 188).
[15]"Theevil-doerhasimposeduponhimselfworthi-
nessforpunishmentandthegood-doerworthinessforre-
ward” (Muhammad ‘Abduh, vol. 3, p. 98).
[16]IbnAbi-l-Hadidcommentsonthispassageasfol-
lows:"Whoeverdoesgoodtowardyouwilltrustyouand
whoever does evil will shy away from you. This is be-
causewhenyoudogoodtosomeoneandrepeatit,you
willcometobelievethathelikesyou,andthisbeliefwill
inturnleadtoyourlikinghim,formanbyhisverynature
likesanyonewholikeshim.Thenwhenyoulikehim,you
willfeelsecurewithhimandtrusthim.Thereverseistrue
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when you do evil toward someone...." (vol. 7, p. 47).
[17]"Hecommandshimtomultiply hisstudywiththe
menofknowledge, i.e. heshouldincreasehisstudyofthe
injunctionsofthe Shar'iahandthe laws of religion;and
he should increase hisdiscussionswith sages, orthose
whoseknowledgeisfromGodHimself(al-‘arifunbillah)
andwho knowthesecrets of His servantsand His land”
(Ibn Maytham).
[18]Thesecretaries(kuttab)are“thosewhoareincharge
of the ruler’s own affairs and who write letters for him
tohisadministratorsandcommanders.Theytakecareof
makingarrangementsandrunningthegovernmentad-
ministration (diwan)” (Ibn Abt-l-Hadid, vol. |7, p. 76).
[19] Qudat al-adl, Le. judges.
[20]Administrators('ummal)aregovernmentofficials
concerned withtheaffairs of “the generalpublic, alms,
religlousendowments, thecommoninterest, etc.” (Ibn
Abi-l-Hadid, vol.17, p.69). For the meaning of the term
‘amil(singularof‘'ummal)throughoutlslamichistorysee
the Encyclopedia of Islam (new edition), vol. |, p. 435.
[21])izyahistheheadtaxupon“People oftheBook”-
followersofrevealedreligionsotherthanlslam-wholive
under Muslim rule.
[22]Ahlal-dhimmah.Inotherwordsthe“Peopleofthe
Book”wholiveinMuslimlandsandareaccordedhospi-
talityandprotectionbylslamonconditionofacknowledg-
ing Islamic politicaldomination and paying the jizyah.
[23]ThecovenantbetweenmanandGod(‘ahd)isfre-
quentlymentionedintheQuranandplaysacentralrolein
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Islamicthought.SomerepresentativeQuranicversesare
thefollowing:"Onlymenpossessedofmindsremember,
who fulfill God’s covenant. . " (XIII, 20); “And fulfill
thecovenant;surelythecovenantshallbequestionedof”
(XVII, 34); "Made | not a covenant with you Children of
Adam, thatyou should notserve Satan...and thatyou
should serve Me?” (XXXVI, 60-59).

[24]Onecommentatorremarksasfollows:“Landtaxis
onlypaidinaccordancewithanagreementbetweenthe
owners of the land and the ruler, so it is necessary that
thedocumentsbedrawnup.Furthermoreofficialshaveto
collectthelandtaxfromthelandownersaccordingtothe
termsofthecontract.Hereitispossiblethatdisputesarise
betweenthegovernmentofficialsandthelandowners,so
itwillbe necessarytorefertojudgestosolvethesedis-
putes.” Mirza Habiballah al-Hashimt, Minjaj al-bara‘ah
fisharhnahjal-balaghah, Tehran,1389/170-969,vol.20, p.
200.

[25] l.e., Imam ‘Ali himself.

[26] “Of the soldiers” is a translation of the pronoun
“their”,andsomequestionremainsastowhetherthepro-
noun does not in fact refer to the commanders. “If you
say,'Butthesoldiersofthearmyarenotmentionedinthe
precedingsection,onlythecommanders, Iwillanswer,
‘Onthecontrary, theywerementionedwherehesays”The
weak and the strong” " (Ibn Abi-l-Hadid, vol. 17, p. 53)

[27] Khuluf (plural of khalf) are the women, children
and weak left behind when the men go on a journey.

[28]Kindinclinationtowardthearmymeanschoosing
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forthemthebestofcommanders,whichwillmturncause
them to love the ruler (Ibn Maytham).

[29]Accordingtolbn-l-Hadid,thecontextindicatesthat
the word “subjects” refers in particular to the army. Al-
Hashimidisagreesandstatesthat’Alidoesinfactmean
allthesubjects.Hementionstheminthesectiononsol-
diersbecausethesoldiershavetokeepordermtheland
among the subjects (vol. 20, p. 2-222).

[30] See above, p. 56, note 48.

[31] Thecommentators explain thisas meaning that
peopleshouldfollowthatpartoftheSunnahoftheProph-
etuponwhichallareagreed, notthatconcerningwhich
there is a difference of opinion.

[32] Tamhakuhu-l-khusum. According to Ibn Abi-l-
Hadidtheverbheremeansto”makecantankerousorob-
stinate”(vol.I7,p.59).IbnMaytham,however, interprets
thepassagetomeanthatthejudgeshouldbesomeone
"whoisnotovercomeinhisattempttoascertainthetruth
bytheobstinacyofthelitigants.lthasbeensaidthatthis
tsanallusiontothe personwithwhomthelitigantsare
satisfied.”

[33]Muhammad’Abduhexplainsthatwhenthejudge
isgivenanelevated position, theruler'sfavoritesaswell
asthecommon peoplewillbeinaweofhimandnoone
willdareslanderhim, outoffearoftherulerandrespect
forthepersonheldinsuchhighesteembyhim(vol.3, p.
105).

[34]1bnAbi-l-Hadid:"Hiswordsrefertothejudgesand
rulersappointedby’Uthman,forduringhisreigntheydid
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notjudgerightfullybutinaccordancewithcapriceandin
ordertoseekthisworld.Somepeoplesaythatthishap-
penedbecause’'Uthman-mayGod'smercybeuponhim-
wasweakandhisrelativeswereabletogainmasteryover
him.Theydisruptedtheaffairsofstatewithouthisknowl-
edge,sothesinisuponthemand’Uthmanisguiltlessof
what they were doing” (vol. 17, p. 60). See Sht'ite Islam,
pp. 48-46.

[35] Ibn Abi-l-Hadid reads hum for hum’a, i.e.: “For
they(theadministrators)areembracedbydifferentkinds
ofoppressionandtreachery”,andheinterpretsthesen-
tencetorefertotheadministratorswhoservedunderthe
three caliphs before ‘Ali. Al-Hashmioffersanumber of
argumentsinsupportofthisinterpretation, Minhajal-
bara‘ah vol. 20, pp. 9-246.

[36] “Experience (tajribah) alone is not sufficient if
theadministratorisnotendowedwithmodesty(haya’),
formodesty is the basis of manliness (muru‘ah). As the
Prophetsaid, ‘Modesty brings only good’,and ‘Whoso
hasnotmodestyhasnotreligionandwillnotenterPara-
dise’ ... (al-Fakiki, al-Ra‘iwa l-ra‘tyyah, vol. 2, p. 38).

[37] l.e., those families who were first to enter Islam.
“Thisisbecause....righteousness of family determines
thewaymenareraised,andbeingforemostinislamindi-
cates nobility of character ... (Ibid., p. 39).

[38] Whether astheresult of the land tax itself orthe
oppressionofthetaxcollectors(lbnAbi-l-Hadid,vol.7,
p. 72).

[39]IbnAbi-l-Hadidofferstwopossibleexplanations
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ofthisclause. According to the first the words “su’ zan-
nihimbi-l-bagawouldhavetobetranslated“theythink
wronglyaboutendurance”, whichmeansthattheythink
theirownexistencewillendureandtheyforgetdeathand
dissolution.Inthetranslation however, | have followed
thesecondinterpretation,whichheexplainsasmeaning
“Theyimaginetheywillbedeposedandreplaced,sothey
selzeuponopportunities,appropriatewealthandshowno
concern for the prosperity of the land” (vol- I7v p- 73)

[40]“Knowthatthesecretaryalludedtobythe Com-
manderoftheFaithfulishewhonowadaysiscommonly
called the'vizier’, for he is entrusted with the manage-
mentoftheaffairsoftheruler'spersonandinallofthem
is hisdeputy. The letters of the administrators cometo
himandtheiranswersareissuedbyhim.Heputsthe(af-
fairsofthe)administratorsinorderandissupervisorover
them.Infactheisthe’secretaryofthesecretaries’andfor
thisreasonisknownasthevizierintheabsolutesense. It
issaidthatthesecretaryhasthreeprerogativesbeforethe
king: to remove the veil from him (i.e., he hasaccess to
hispersonalaffairs,evenintheharem),toaccusetraitors
before him and to make secrets known to him..." (Ibn
Abi-l-Hadid, vol. 17, p. 79).

[41]IbnAbi-l-Hadidexplainsthatthefirsttwoofthese
groupsaremerchants-thosewhohaveshopsandthose
who travelwiththeirwares-andthethird grouparethe
craftsman (vol. 17, p. 84).

[42] Thetranslationofthissentanceisratherfreeand
follows Ibn Abi-l-Hadid's first interpretation. He adds
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thatitisalsopermissibletoreadthesentanceasfollows:
"Acceptcounsel(fromme)forthegoodofmerchantsand
craftsmenandcounsel(others)concerningthem”(vol.17,
pp. 4-83).

[43] Thisisaliteraltranslation ofa passage whichlbn
Abi-l-Hadid explains as follows: “Than the Imam says,
‘Surely they are a gentleness’, that is to say, merchants
and craftsman are so. He seeks Malik al-Ashtar's sym-
pathy and favor for them and he says they are not like
tax-collectorsandcommandersofthearmy,fortheyhave
to be sustained, protected and taken care of, the more
sosince thereis no fear of calamity from them, neither
inpropertywherethey mightbedisloyal (asinthecase
ofthetax-collectors)norinthegovernmentwherethey
mightworkcorruption(asinthecaseofthecommanders
of the army)” (vol. I7, p. 84).

[44] "According to the Sixth Imam, Jaefar al-Sadiq
(founderofthelJa’fari, i.e. Twelve-ImamiShi'ite, school
of law), ‘It is reprehensible (makruh) to hoard and to
leavemenwithnothing.Anditissaidthatitisforbidden
(haram),andthislatterviewismorecorrect. Aswassaid
bytheProphetofGod,“Mercyisuponhimwhoimports,
andcursesuponhimwhohoards”.Surelyhoardingisfor-
biddenundertwoconditions:First, thatfood-i.e.wheat,
barley,dates, raisins, clarified butter,orsalt-beheldback
seekinganincreaseinprice.Second, ifthereisnoother
distributorto be found..." Quoted in al-Fakiki, ALRa’l
wa-lra‘tyyah, vol 2, p. 165.

[45] Cf. Quran LXXXIII, 12-: “Woe to the stinters who,
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whentheymeasureagainstthepeople, takefullmeasure,
but,whentheymeasureforthemorweighforthem,they
skimp.”
[46]Referencetotheprinciplealludedtointhefollow-
ing verse of the Quran (VIII, 41): “Know that, whatever
booty you take, the fifth of it is God's and the Messen-
ger'sandthenearkinsman’sandtheorphan’sandforthe
needy and the traveler”.
[47]"Inotherwords,allpoorMuslimsareequalinthetr
shares, thereisno‘farthestaway’or’'nearest’. Prefernot
him who is near to you or to one of your favorites over
himwhoisfarfromyouandwithoutany connectionto
you orreason foryou to turn toward him. Itis also pos-
siblethathemeansthattheproduceoftbelandtakenas
bootyinacertainareashouldnotbedistributedonlyto
theneedyofthatarea,fortherighttotheproduceofthe
landisthesamewhetherapersonisfarfromthatlandor
resides in it” (Ibn Abi-l-Hadid, vol. I7v pp. 7-86)-
[48] The"meetingwithGod"ismentionedinanumber
of Quranicverses, such as the following: “They indeed
are losers who deny their meeting with God” (VI, 3I).
[49]"'Thebreastsofaidesaresstraitened’ by expedit-
ingtheremovalofgrievances.Theylovetopostponeat-
tendingtothem,eitherinordertoseekpersonalgainorto
demonstratetheirownauthority”(Muhammad‘Abduh,

vol. 3, p- 114)
[50] ie. the obligatory acts such as the five daily
prayers.

[51] Thereferencestothe bodyare due especially to
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the particularly physical nature of the daily canonical
prayers.lbnAbi-l-Hadidexplainsthelastclauseasmean-
ing,"Evenifthatweariesyouandimpairsyourbodyand
your strength” (vol 17, p. 90).

[52] Thewords"acquisitionofalandedestate”(i'tiqad
;ugdah)mightbetranslatedliterallyasthe“bindingofa
contract”. The commentators, such aslbn Abi-l-Hadid
(vol.I7,p.97)IbnMaythamandMuhammad’‘Abduh (vol
3, p. Ihexplain it as translated (igtina’ day’ah or tamlik
day‘ah).

[53]"Hiswords...explainthemethodsofcuttingoffthe
causesreferredto:thebestowalofafiefupononeofthe
entourageorarelative,andhisdesiretoacquirealanded
estatewhichwillharmthosepeopleborderinguponitin
termsofthewatersupplyoracommonundertaking-such
asabuilding,etc.-whileheimposestheburdenoftheun-
dertakingonman,arethecausesoftheabove-mentioned
situations .. " (lbn Maytham).

[54]0r“whethernear(qgarib)toyouorfaraway(ba'id).”
l.e.,whoeverhemightbe, bringthepersonwhohascom-
mitted a wrong to justice.

[55] l.e., realize that you will be rewarded in the next
world.

[56] “That is, even if you yourself should perish, act
without treachery” (Ibn Abi-l-Hadid, vol. 17, p. 107).

[57]Theimportanceofobservingcovenantsandagree-
mentsisreferredtofrequentlyinthe Quran.Seeforex-
ample, XVI, 9I: “Fulfill God's covenant, when you make
covenant,andbreaknotthe oathsaftertheyhavebeen
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confirmed .. .". See also VI, I53; XIIL 20; XVII, 34 et al.

[58] According to lbn Abi-l-Hadid (vol.17) p.109)) “in
whose proximity they may spread forth” means “while
dwelling inits proximity they may disperse in search of
thetrneedsanddesires”.’Abduhexplainstheverbtrans-
latedhereas”spreadforth”(yastafid'un)tomean“swift-
ly take refuge” (vol. 3, p.118), but thefirstinterpretation
seems more likely.

[59]Lahngawl, “colorofwords”.lbnMaythamexplains
thisexpressionasmeaning”“ambiguity,dissimulationor
allusion.” Ibn Abi-l-Hadid’s explanation is similar: “He
forbidshimwhenmakinganagreementbetweenhimself
andhisenemytobreakitbyrelyinguponahiddeninter-
pretationorthetenorofthewords,orbysaying, Surelyl
meantsuchandsuch,ldidnothavetheapparentsenseof
the words tn mind" “ (vol. |7, p. 109).

[60]1bn Abi-l-Hadid citesthefollowing hadith of the
Prophet:"OntheDayofResurrectionthefirstthingwhich
Godwilljudgeuponamongtheservantsisbloodwhich
has been spilled” (vol. 17, p. IlI).

[61] “Then he advises him that intentionalkilling in-
volves retaliation, and he says ‘bodily retaliation’. In
otherwords, intentionalkillingmakesthedestructionof
thephysicalbodynecessary,justasyouhavedestroyed
thebodyofthepersonkilled. Thelmam’sintentionisto
frightenhimwiththesewords,andtheyaremoreeffec-
tivethanifhehad merelysaid, 'surelyinthatthereisre-
taliation” ” (Ibn Abi-l-Hadid, vol. 173 p. 1lI).

[62] Like retaliation in cases of intentional murder,
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compensationincasesofunintentionalkillingaredeter-
mined by the Shari'ah. Cf. Quran IV, 3-92: “It belongs
nottoabelievertoslayabeliever,exceptitbebyerror.If
anyslaysabelieverbyerror,thenlethimfreeabelieving
slave,andbloodwitistobepaidtohisfamilyunlessthey
foregoitasafreewilloffering.Ifhebelongtoapeopleat
enmitywithyouandisabeliever, lettheslayersetfreea
believingslave.lfhebelongtoapeoplejoinedwithyou
by a compact, then bloodwit is to be paid to his family
andtheslayershallsetfreeabelievingslave...Andwhoso
slays a believer wilfully, his recompense is Gehenna ..".

[63]IbnAbi-l-HadidcitesseveralsayingsoftheProph-
et,includingthefollowing:“"Therearethreemortalper-
is:yieldingtoniggardliness, followingcapriceandbeing
pleased with oneself” (vol. 17, p. 114).

[64]Cf.Quranll,0'4:264 believers,void notyourfree-
will offerings with reproach and injury.”

[65] Ibn Abi-l-Hadid: Forexample, if itis pointed out
tothecommanderthatoneofhisfavoritesisperforminga
reprehensibleactinsecret,andifhethenignoresthatact,
thiswillbetothebenefitofthepersondoingtheact, but
not to his own benefit (vol. 175 p. 116).

[66] Cf. QuranL, 122-9: “And death’s agony comes in
truth; that is what thou wast shunning! ... 'Thou wast
heedlessofthis; therefore We have nowremoved from
theethycovering,andsothysighttodayispiercing’’lbn
Maythamremarksthatwhentheveilsofaffairsarelifted
frommanatdeath, heseestherealityoftheseaffairsand
what God has prepared for him of good and evil: “The
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dayeverysoulshallfindwhatithasdoneofgoodbrought
forward, and whatithasdoneofevil...” (Quranlll, 30).

[67] Cf.Quran LXXIX, -40I: "But as for himwho feared
the Station of his Lord and forbade the soul its caprice,
surely Paradise shall be the refuge.”

*Source of text

: http://www.al-islam.org/anthology/2.htm
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“ThelnternationalDeclarationforHumanRights”
The Declaration of
Human Rights His Letter
to Malik al-Ashtar**

GeorgelJurdaqgisaChristianscholarandresearcher
whobecamefascinatedwiththeinspirationalandeduca-
tionalguidelinesofImamAliforbuildingtheindividual
as well as societies. Because of his extreme liking and
admirationhewasmotivatedforundertakingathorough
research; the fruits of these painstaking effortswas the
outcomeofapreciousand novelbooktitled:“ImamAli
- the Voice of Justice for Humanity” (al-Imam Ali Soot-
al-Adalateh al-Insaneyeh).

George Jurdaqg's innovation consists of compari-
sonof“InternationalDeclarationforHumanRights"with
thefamoushistoricalletterwrittentoMalikal-Ashtar(his
governordesignateto Egypt);aftercarefullyreviewing
the”InternationalDeclarationsforHumanRights"item
byitem,comparesthemwiththewordsoflmamAli,and
thenwithlogicalreasoningprovesthesuperiorityofba-
sicsandprinciplesofhumanandsocialrightspresented
by ImamAli 1,400 years ago. Afteranalyzing, compar-
ing,andappraising, GeorgeJurdagexplainsthefourba-
sicdifferences,andthroughtheundeniablerealitieslifts
thecurtainfromthefalseanddemagogicfacesofworld
arrogance.

“The matterexplainedintheearlierparagraphbe-
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yondanydoubt,wouldmakethereadersthoroughlyaware
about the

humanrights as proclaimed by Imam Ali, and which
wereclearly,explicitlywithoutanydoubt,andcomplex-
tties explained by him. By bringing these matters here,
ouraimwastomakeourreadersacquainted,andthusre-
lievingthemforlookingintothesemattersinsomeother
texts.Butinordertoexplaintheimportanceandgreat-
nessofImamAli'sviewsregardinghumanrightsaswell
astointroducehisexaltednessabouttheprinciplesand
lawsinacomplete, explicit, andcomprehensivemanner;
itwasfoundnecessarytoquotethemostimportantpoints
regarding”InternationalDeclarationsforHumanRights”
sothatthereadersthemselvescouldappreciatethediffer-
ences between them.

But if we have to speak some short words in this
fleld, itmustbe pointed outthatinprincipleitwould be
very difficult

tofindanydifferencebetweentheschoolofImamAli
andthe”InternationalDeclarationofHumanRights”.Of
courseconsideringthedifferencesoftime, slightdiffer-
encesinthecontentsanddetailsareinevitable, butoverall
from the

point of view of base and criteria, there exist no sin-
gleclauseinthe “International Declaration forHuman
Rights” issued by

the United Nations, for which an exact and similar
clause does notexistinthe charterissued by ImamAlt
Apart
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fromthisinthecharterandprinciplesissuedbylmam
AliL(A.S.), one maydiscoverthings superiorand higher
thanthemattersincorporatedintothelnternationalChar-
ter of Human Rights.”
Abouttheimportantdifferencesbetweenthesetwo
George Jurdaq writes as follows:

“If there exists any genuine difference between
thesetwointernationallaws,inmyopinionitconsistsin
theirimplementation,whichcouldbedefinedintofour
items as follows:

1. Thefirst difference is that the International Dec-
larationforHumanRightshasbeenpreparedbythejoint
effortsofthousandsoflearnedintellectualsselectedbya
majorityorrepresentativesofallthegovernments,while
the text and legal principles of Alive constitution have
beentheoutcomeofasingleexalted personalitynamed
Imam Alt ibn abt Talib.

2.TheseconddifferenceisthatimamAlihasissued
hisdeclarationofhumanrightatleasttencenturiesahead
of

the “International DeclarationforHumanRights” is-
sued by the United Nations.

3. The third differenceis that the authors of the In-
ternational Declaration forhuman Rights or more cor-
rectly the collectors of relevant materialand principles
fromvariousresources,regardingthetaskaccomplished
by them, or the task which they wanted to accomplish,
filledthewholeworldbyoveremphasizingthegreatness
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oftheirtaskandexaggeratingtheirself-praisetotheex-
tentthathumanconscienceandintellectualtastebecame
disgusted with all that vain boasting.

Becauseoftheiregotismandarrogancetheyexhausted
thepeopleandforcedthemtopraiseforthousandsand
moreheavyobligationswhichtheyhaveplaceduponthe
shoulders of the people and nations.

While,onthe otherhandImam Aliacted with cour-
tesyandhumilitytowardsthe massesofthepeopleand
theCreatoroftheworlds,andneveraspiredforsuperior-
ityandgreatness, rathersincerelyasked forthepardon
from the masses and God Almighty for his negligence
and omissions in discharging of his obligations.

4.Thefourthmostimportantdifferenceisthatmost
ofthesegovernmentswhoplayedkeyroleintheprepa-
rationofthisdeclarationorwerethe pioneersinits offi-
clalrecognition;arethesamewhodeprivehumanbeings
fromtheirrightsdefinedinthatcharter,dispatchsoldiers
and armaments to distant corners of the world for the
completeannihilationofthischarter.Onthecontraryas
farasImam Aliwas concerned, every step he took for-
ward,everyplacehedeliveredasermon,andeverywhere
heraisedhislightningsword, heshearedoffthecurtains
ofdespotism,annihilatedvariouscolorsandmanifesta-
tionsofegotismandexploitation, uprootedtheevilsof
tyrannyandoppression, leveledthegroundsothatone
couldwalkcomfortablywithoutbeingencounteredwith
obstacles,andultimatelydefendingtherightsandfree-
domofhumanbeingsleftthisworldisamartyr. Whilea
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thousandtimesormoreduringhislifehehadriskedhis
lifeinthebattlefieldsandalmostgotmartyredfordefend-
ing his cherished ideals?”

Regardinghisresearcheffortsabouttheallroundand
Divine like personality of the Amiral-Mu ‘minin (Com-
mander of the Faithful) Imam Ali, George Jurdagq com-
ments:

“SincelamaChristianbyfaithnoonecouldaccuseme
ofbeingsentimentalorprejudiced inmyadmiration of
Imam Ali". The book “Imam Ali the Voice of Justice for
Humanity” initially consisted of onevolumewhichwas
presentedbyGeorgeJurdaqtoAyatullahBrujirdi, which
lateronaftercompletionhadbeenpublishedintofivevol-
umes
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What is?

Nahj al-Balagha

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nahj_al-Balagha

The Nahj al-Balagha (Arabic: wsui z “Peak of Elo-
quence”)isthemostfamouscollectionsofsermons, letters
andnarrations,attributedtolmamAli(Alitbn AbiTalib).
ltwascollectedbyAl-Sharifal-Radi,aShiischolarinthe
10th century [(1015-970/406-359)].

.Itis considered to be the epitome of eloquence, the
greatest masterpiece of Arab literature and, for Shi'a
Muslims,issecondonlytotheQur’anandPropheticnar-
rations.

Nahjmeansopenway,road,course,methodormanner.
Balaghahmeanseloquence,artofgoodstyleandcommu-
nication, rhetoric etc

NahjalBalaghaisacollectionsof241sermons,79let-
ters,and489utterancesbythefirstShi'almam,Al, who
wasthecousinandtheson-in-lawofthelslamicprophet
Muhammad.Thosenumbersvaryindifferenteditionsof
Nahjal-balaghah.The numberofsermonsvaries from
238to241landthenumberoflettersvariesfrom77to79,
whereas utterances vary from 463 to 489.

MuhammadAbduh(LateEgyptianSchooler)saidthat
hehadnoknowledgeof”PeakofEloquence”untilheun-
dertookitsstudyfarfromhomeinadistantland.ltissaid
thathewas struckwithwonderandfeltasifhe had dis-
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coveredaprecioustreasuretrove.Thereupon, heimme-
diatelydecidedtopublishitandintroduceittotheEgyp-
tlans.

thisbookcontainsmanyreligious, historic,sociologt-
cal, politicalandfolkloreaspectsoflslamand ArabWorld
in the 7th century.
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Folio from an old Nahj al-Balagah
Source:http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nahj_al-Balagha
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