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justice among them. Choose someone who does not
casily give up, who is unruffled by enmities, someone
who will not persist in wrongdoing , who will not
hesitate to pursue right once who will not hesitate to
pursue right once he knows it, someone whose heart
knows no greed, who will not be satisfied with a
minimum of explanation without seeking the maximum
of understanding, who will be the most steadfast when
doubtis cast who will be the least impatient in correcting
the opponent, the most patient in pursuing the truth,
the most stern in meting out judgment; someone who
is unaffected by flattery and not swayed by temptation

(.and these are but few
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The United Nations has advised Arab countries to take Imam
Ali bin Abi Talib (AS) as an example in establishing a regime

.based on justice and democracy and encouraging knowledge

The UNDP in its 2002 Arab Human Development Report,
distributed around the world, listed six sayings of Imam Ali

.(AS) about ideal governance

They include consultation between the ruler and the ruled,
speaking out against corruption and other wrong doings,

.ensuring justice to all, and achieving domestic development

The UNDP said most regional countries are still far behind
other nations in democracy, wide political representation,

.women’s participation, development and knowledge
Imam Ali bin Abi Talib (AS)’s sayings

The UNDP quoted the following sayings of Imam Ali (AS) in
;its 2002 Arab Human Development Report
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1-He who has appointed himself an Imam (ruler) of the”

people must begin by teaching himself before teaching others.
His teaching of others must be first by setting an example
rather than with his words, for he who begins by teaching
and educating himself is more worthy of respect than he who

“teaches and educates others

2-Your concern with developing the land should be greater”
than your concern for collecting taxes, for the latter can only
be obtained by developing; whereas he who seeks revenue

2

without development destroys the country and the people

3-Seek the company of the learned and the wise in search of ”
solving the problems of your country and the righteousness of

.’ your people

4-No good can come out in keeping silent to the government ”

> .or 1in speaking out of ignorance

5-The righteous are men of virtue, whose logic is
straightforward, whose dress is unostentatious, whose path 1s
modest, whose actions are many and who are undeterred by
” .difficulties

6-Choose the best among your people to administer justice ™

-
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among them. Choose someone who does not easily give up,
who 1s unruffied by enmities, someone who will not persist
in wrong doings, who will not hesitate to pursue right once
he knows it, someone whose heart knows no greed, who
will not be satisfied with a minimum of explanation without
seeking the maximum of understanding, who will be the most
steadfast when doubt is cast, who will be the least impatient
in correcting the opponent, the most patient in pursuing the
truth, the most stern in meting out judgment, someone who is
unaffected by flattery and not swayed by temptation and these

2

.are but few

www.Human-Rights-In-Islam.co.uk
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Develgpers and
implementers should
realize the imparance
ofinnovason inthe
age ofinfomnation.

Efforts should be made to develop Arabc.
nguage software for general education, adult
traning and wpgrading of p > skl

e isformation industry. Laws should be
p@dmpmmmnlldhu.mdu&g

Programmes for adul training should be
Snked with the actwal neods of the labowr mar
ket and should be coondinated with the intro.
duction of ICT in the workplace.

The Internet should be wsed o the maxi
Mmpod*nlhqum

rience of cresting 2 group of sech amtres in
e provinces, with UNDP funding, is wsefid
mn this regard  The Technology Acoss
Communiation Centre (TACC) = provding
training in dectronic trade, offic manage
ment, and other skills to Egyptians with §m
ed moans, aduts and smal and
medum sied buinsses.

The skills of sodal innovation should be
footered.  Developers and i

produced by natcasl
and pan- Arab Estitutions. Heritage asets, in
md TV recoedings, should be digitimd
Developers and wers shoudd be informed of
the avalable Arab sources of coctent and the
importance of these sources in providing at
tractive multh modia producs and serviaes. A
model that might inspire this effoet is the
INFO200 programme of the Ewropesn
Unica.

R&D for ICT. Priceity showld be given to
rescarch that addresses the ICT trends dis
cumed earfier in this chapter and that ad
vances the oomputstion of the Anbic
linguage A network of specalived rescarch
Estitutes showuld be created o tackle the pro-
assing of the Anbic hoguage and the new
branches of ICT. Thee antrs oould be
bosted in existing Arsb rescarch institutions.
Opportumties for coopersion with  the
&wUmmlCl'mth

d "'-nhn;.-dnom

should reakee the & of i in

ol needk. Information swareness an be
speead through the media in & subele approach
that links ICT with dayt0.day life.

The dement of content. Comzent shoddd
be comsidernd & major component in the mod

mnﬂxbedgﬁmdduﬂhn

Mchwh-dm—ad-dqhmn
apabilities in Arab countries in order 1o move
towards & knowdedge socicty, 2 keysione of
buman devdopment. (hapter 6 continues the
focus cn the wse of human capabilities in theee

ax s

WD porer
* I God weme 1o dumidiate 3 hanun bang, He
woult demy ny
* No wedth oguals the mnd, to powesty oQuals

o No vessd s imidiess, excopt for Se vessel of
Tnowtadge,

averystere,

* Aperon is worm what heescels .

* No weslh Gm prfil you more than Be mnd,
20 solatios (2 be more deslals B DAL, 00

Sl B8 goodics. Bd 20 MO0 T Sal.
pes nowkdpe
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lenaen Ali bis abi Taleb: (556619 A.D.) knowledge and work
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Repoet—depeivation of buman ap

are lifted and that the sector’s capacity o con.
tribute effectively to poverty eradication is de
veloped and strengthened.

:hem!hcu ulb@ndm:kpmcm. By
contrast, good govemance is fundamentally
about liberatng human capebeiities As Kofi
Anman, the UN Secretary.General sad,
*Good governance is perhages the single most
impoctant factoe in eradicating powerty and

ing devel ". The i Sons of

Goversance wrmisology in the Arabic langeage

m-e,.m
- desvation from e
Ting DI TN O NE i erhods m,& m.n -p0t 30 in Exghsd oo
esscrgially ol the Semests of modarn Francd, for example.
2004 powemance. L
Nearly ol the nnes of Dods pov-

P g ¥
govemance in the theee domains (staze, cvil
sodety and the peivate sector) must be de
signed to contribute 80 sustanable human de
welopment by establishing the poksial, lgal,
economic and sodd drosmstances for Eberat
ing human capebdiities in order to promate
Buman wdfare tirough, ie, poverty reduc
tion, job creation, environmental prosection
and the advancement of women.

In Enc with thes conacpt of liberation,
today’s comsemss is St the most effective
way %0 eradicate poverty, i.e, 1o build human
development, 5 to empower the poor to Bt
themselves out of poverty. However, the poor
Bave no capial exaept ther sbour powes and
creative capabiliis, wiich poverty sup-
preses. Empowesing the poor, therdore, re
Quines the state, the guardian of th of

oo lotter 20t | oSa ) WhICH O i

sponds 1 “gowess”. "Govess”, in tam,
mems "0 jadge” detwoen poople.
mmm&mmm
modiaton, kad m o pafored
JAmbization of “powemamce” (AL bokm
=23 1t ateo sgnidies m
of the Inw and & nkpotEion”, which
otermincs  cileria ke jadgomees

especally O prEsve g, would be
wedl advid 90 conterepiate.

Faaly, 2 “rale® 5 2 “poncn -
pointnd 10 judge amoa poople”. The
ofter Sde of EPEOIIIICE is, naterally,
the posdiity of Ssrrisal, hich inpls
saTustaiiy of the nakr. “Tytamy” &
mother sTple detivaton {roen the oot

Anotixe pRontc DOGECEN sl it 0d D Falic i 2 seprome vilet 0
“petic” & wel B Wk, WG Mis (ipeitic) gUwSMDe sy,

pavme yeHiy Dt e groenas for Gamsal
,mlmymybktﬂn

7.3
Imam AL bin abi Taleh: on governzace

o He who b yppolted himel @ OO S ul0Sinibous, Whos pab 5

Iman of e peopke st boghn by tacs-

itg hamsc¥ bofore toaching othess, dis

teachng of ahes et b in by sttizg

all citizens, to adopt polides and programmes
that equip them with 2 ramge of capabilies
and that give them 2 say in all decisions affec:
ing them. As noted in chapter 6, building
Buman capabilities.-through education, lnm

=, 920 5 uznsifld by omitics, some
cee who will Dot penist in wrosgdoing,
who will ot hasate D Pefsec St o3ce
Be koo 2, SERO00s whoss hoart knows
20 groed, who will 20¢ be satisfiod with 2

ing and health care.-s critical for g
Braman poverty while financial capétal s essen
tial to give material expression to people's a1
pabilites. That the ste has the olimape
responsbility for empowering the poor does
oot mean that the state asumes the role of di
rect peowider of eccnomic goods and senios.
This spproach has failed. The i =

aeveiop
mest destzoys the coustry nd Be poo-
e

* Sock the capay of the keammed snd
the wise in arch of solwing the prodieses
of your countlfy 22d e fightoounoss of

yous peogie.
* Nojgood can come & kisqirg sikat &

that the stase guarantee the provision of differ:
ent forms of capital to the pooe through dis-
trbutive measanes; in fact, dstrbutive justice
i an essential dement of the socetal structure
in ol matare market cconomics.

In addition to gowernment, civil socety
can be a cnitical socal forae for empowering
the pooe, provided thae coestraints on foeming
avil-so0ety institutions and on thar activiies

¥ B e
rance.
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