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Mansukhihi wa Muhkamihi wa Mutishabihihi should be considered as a
seminal work on the interprettation (7afs5ir) of Holy Quran and its related
issues. This senior work contains hundreds of Quranic verses that are
discussed in diverse chapters and from different points of view. So it Should
be considered as a main contribution to Islamic theology (Kalam), written by
a prominent Shiite scholar about thousands years ago. Nasikh al-Quran can
well help both students and scholars.



total resemblances between Sa‘d b. ‘Abdullah al-Ash‘arT’s book, ‘Ali b.
Ibrahim b. Hashim's introduction to his tafsir and Muhammad b. Ibrahim
al-Nu ‘mani" s tafsir, Mousavi holds that it might be surmised that these were
all cited from the book Fadail al-Quran of Hasan b. ‘Ali b. Abi Hamza
Bafa'ni.

Nasikh al-Quran wa Mansukhihi wa Muhkamihi wa Mutishabihihi has
several chapters dealing with the Holy Quran and its related issues. At the
very beginning and after relating a hadith from Imam °Ali, the Quranic verses
are introduced as verses of persuation (Targhib), frightening (Tarkib),
dispute (Jadal), tales (Qisas), and parables (Mathal). Then some aspects of
the Devine verses of revelation (Tanzil) and explanation (Tawrl) are discussed
and verified, backed by some instances. This paper contains many examples
of Quranic verses toward the aforementioned motifs.

The other chapter is about some influential concepts of abrogated (Nasikh)
and abolished (Mansukh) and is replete with some relevant verses. The next
chapter is on clear (Muhkam) and metaphorical (Mutishabih) verses. In this
chapter, Many Quranic verses are mentioned and two aforementioned rules
are discussed about them. General (‘@m) and particular (K#as), Quranic
verses make subjects of the subsequesnt chapter, as distortion (Tahrif) and
compilation (7a'lif) are discussed in yet another chapter. Then a vast
spectrum of Quranic issues is discussed that vary form the necessity of
nominating prophets to appointing legatees.

The other chapter deals with belief (Iman), infidelity (Kufr), paganism
(Shirk), obliquity (Zalal) and cruelty (Zulm) as the other chapter is dedicated
to divine ordinances such as prayer (Salaf) thithe (Zakar), pilgrimage to
Mecca (Hajj), fast (Suwm) and sanctity (Vilaya). These two chapters entail
numerous Quranic verses and contain valuable considerations based on
traditions related by author. "Statement of what its explanation (Ta'wil) is
before its divine revelation (Tanzil)" is title of the next chapter which contains
the Tales of the Men of Cave (4shab Kahf) and Abdullah bin Abi Sulul. Then
the problem of Amr is discussed and its issues in Holy Quran are mentioned.
At the end of book, a chapter is dedicated to innocence (‘smat) in which the
author argues to prophets' innocence and mentions their speeches. All
chapters include many Quranic verses.

According to what mentioned briefly above, Nasikh al-Quran wa
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variant forms and phrases kept in footnotes. Tafsir al-Nu'mani was
considered as yet the third manuscript, for its total resemblance to the text
proves undeniable. Differences between the manuscripts of Tafs7r al-Nu‘mani
and Nasikh al-Quran are all recorded in footnotes. The terminologies,
hadiths, and almost all proper names, mentioned in this book, are well
researched through Shiite canonical texts; they are recorded in the form of
extensive footnotes and commentaries.

Content

Nasikh al-Quran is considered as a major and well-known work on the
issues of the Holy Quran, interpretation (tafs7r) and general Quranic sciences.
This book was and currently is considered as an outstanding research due to
multiplicity of its manuscript, coupled with some great Shiite Scholars’
autographs and signatures that confirm its contents. For producing the
present work, two such manuscripts were used.

The hadiths relevant to the Holy Quran and other related issues are
primarily ascribed to Imam ‘Ali b. AbI Talib, all are related on the authority
of 6% Infallible Imam Jafar al-Sadiq, and thence from outstanding Shiite
authorities.

The hadiths gathered in Nasikh al-Quran are attributed to five great
figures in Shiite scholarship. These personalities include such Shiite hadith
scholars as Sa‘d b. bin ‘Abdullah b. AbT Khalaf al-Ash ‘ari (d. ca. 300 AH.),
‘Ali b. Ibrahim b. Hashim al-Qummi (d. ca 307 AH), Ahmad b. Muhammad
b. Said "Ibn Uqdah al-Kufi" (b. 333 AH), and ‘Ali b. Husayn "Sayyid
al-Murtada" (d. 436 AH).

The introduction to the main text is penned by Sayyid Hassan Mousavi; in
it, he rendered ample arguments and dealt with extensive debates about the
attribution of the book to the above five figures, as well as the implications of
the hadiths conatained in this book. Upon making a comparision of the
hadiths contained in this book and those included in trustworthy hadith
compendia, it confirms the view that the present book is inclusive of the
terms which became relevant in the Islamic medieval centuries. The author
concludes that the whole text should not be considered as Imam ‘Ali‘s
phrases exactly. He comes to the fact that Nasikh al-Quran was written by a
Shiite scholar who drew upon a large corpus of hadiths. By refering to the



In line with the mission of ‘Allamah MajlisT Library to collate and publish
sources of Bihar al-Anwar, valuable manuscripts of this book have been
procured. Now, a collated version of Nasikh al-Quran wa Mansukhihi wa
Muhkamihi wa Mutishabihihi is in your hands. It is being published for the
first time after ten centuries past of its being authored.

The Author: A Bibliographical Remark

The Author is Sa‘d b. Abi Khalaf al-Ash ‘arT al-Qummi. He was a prolific
and erudite Shiite jurisprudent. He traveled to several places for gaining
knowledge in the realms of jurisprudence (feqh) and tradition (hadith). He
was constantly in quest of collecting both Shiite and Sunni hadiths from their
relevant scholars and authorities, e. g., Muhammad b. Abd al-Malik
al-Dagiqi, Abu Hatam Razi, and Abbas al-Tarfaqgi. Sa‘d b. Abdullah
al-Ash ‘arT was considered as a reliable hadith scholar and transmitter as well
as being credited as a prolific author. A number of his writtings include
Basar al-Darajat, al-Rahma, Mariaqib al-Ruwat, and al-Muntakhabat, all in
the realm of Islamic theology. The date of his death-is recorded differently,
ranging from 299 to 301 AH.

The Modus Operandi of Collating and Editing this Work
Two manuscripts are used to come up with the present text. The first text was
donated by Allamah Sayyid Muhammad Ali Rowzaty of Isfahan, Iran to
‘Allamah MaijlisT Library. This exquisite work consists of Nasikh al-Quran
and al-Muhtadar of Hasan bin Sulayman al-Hilli. It was copied out manually
in the 11t century AH., with ‘Allamah MajlisT autograph recorded on it. It
confirms that the manuscript was copied out by the benefit of Naghsh Jahan
public bath which was endowed by Safavid kings to spend for copying and
distributing Shiite theological manuscripts. ‘Allamah MajlisT was the senior
supervisor of the establishment.

The second manuscript of Nasikh al-Quran is resereved at Ayatullah
Marashi Najafi's Library, Qom, Iran. It dates back to thirteenth and
fourteenth centuries and is copied out by Allamah Sheikh Muhammad Baghir
Hamedany.

The final text, which is in your hand, is primarily a product drawing upon
two manuscripts, with the authentic phrases retained in the main text and the



Introduction

Inqueries about Holy Quran and related issues have long been a sujbect of
many studies since early Islamic centuries. Meanwhile, Shiite scholars tried
to study different aspects of Holy Quran by vast approaches and methods.
They well attempted to.consider Holy Quran as a divine text which should be
undrestood and interpreted in the light of those who are introduced by Allah
as genuine interpreters of Holy Quran (Fourteen Infallables). So it is not
surprising that now we bear a huge amount of manuscripts dedicated to Holy
Quran and related matters, from literal to philological, and from juricidal to
theological approaches.

One of the major and precedent works in the branch of inquery, which has
many advantages, is the noble book Nasikh al-Quran wa Mansukhihi wa
Muhkamihi wa Mutishabihihi , authored by a prominent and prolific Shiite
scholar, Sa‘d b. Abdullah al-Ash‘arT (d. 299, 300 or 301 AH). This book
contains several classified hadiths on a range of various aspects of the Holy
Quran; they prove helpfull in undrestanding this immortal miracle of Islam.

‘Allamah Majlisi (1616-1698 AD) benefited from this book in compiling
of his magnificent hadith campendium Bihar al-Anwar. He quoted its hadiths
in some relevent sections of his compendium. Having mentioned Nasikh
al-Quran as a reliable hadith source at his introduction to Bikar al-Anwar, he
rendered his account of the reliability and authenticity of the hadiths collected
and quoted therein; he regarded them as athentic (thege) and considered its
hadiths compatible with other Shiite hadiths and articles of faith.
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