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AL-BALAGA (METHOD OF RHETORIC) BY IBN ABI AL-HADEED

Nahj Al-Balaga has received a great attention by researchers as it contains
the orations of Imam Ali as well as his preachments. One evidence of this
importance is that the sources of "Nahj" were 112 as enumerated by one of the
researchers, and represents one of the greatest references in the literature.

Moreover, the greatest specialists thought that the number of references
which explained Nah;j al-Balaga has exceeded 133 references, a number which is
not found in other cases.

Sharh (explanation) of Ibn Abi AL-Hadeed has occupied a great position
among other explanations; that is because of Ibn Abi1 AL-Hadeed’s great concern
with this source. He involved different sciences in his explanation like history,
literature, poetry, rhetoric, criticism, ideologies: like the ideology of Imamia,
Mutazila and Asaria as well as beliefs of great men like Al-Gazali, Al-Shafi and
the greatest religious men of Mutazila.

The linguistic aspect of this explanation has occupied a distinguished
position among the other contents of the book. It dealt with all aspects of
language. This study involved phonological aspects of different types like
whispering, assimilation, suppletion, replacement. He explained those aspects in
detail depending on famous linguists like Saibaweigh, Al-Kisai and others.

He also dealt in detail with the forms of tripartite and quadriliteral verbs as
well as their affixation. As for "nouns", he referred to their sources and their
acoustic types in accordance with the rules stated by linguists, and the deviation
of some infinitive forms from those rules. He also pointed to the forming of some
verbs on the basis of analogy. Then he explained the derived nouns and the
regular and irregular (broken) pluralization. There are three meters for forming
the paucity plural, and twenty-three meters for the forming of abundance plural.
The explanation of Ibn Abi AL-Hadeed then dealt with duality, diminutive
forms, belongliness, masculine, and feminine. The book has also dealt with the
semantic aspects like synonyms, antonyms and cognates.

All these explanations of Ibn Abi AL-Hadeed have been presented in this
research (thesis) which falls into four chapters and a prelude. The research ends
with a conclusion, which contained the most important findings of this work.

Researcher:
Hadi Abid Ali Hweidi
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