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The only book covering our topic is still George Saintsbury, A History of
Criticism and Literary Taste in Europe, 3 vols. Edinburgh, 1900-04.

Histories of aesthetics overlap with much of what is discussed here.

Those based on independent research are :

Rudolf Zimmermann, Geschichte der Aestherik als philosophischer
Wissenschaft, Vienne, 1858. Herbartian in outlook, confined virtually to

classical and German authors, a lucid, solid book.

Max Schasler, Kritische Geschichte der Aestherik, 2 cols. Berlin, 1872.
Hegelian in outlook, compitatory.

Marcelino Menéndez pelayo, Historia de las ideas estéticas en Espana, 5
vols. 1883-91. Best used in revised ed. Santander, 1946. Misleadingly
entitled, since Vols. 4 and 5 are devoted to French, German, and English
developments in our period. The book covers much criticism and literary
history, is mainly descriptive, its outlook Catholic and vaguely romantic. In

spite of its wealth of information it is a disappointing, diffuse compilation.

Bernard bosanquet, A History of Aesthetic, London, 1892 ; recent reprint
1949. Hegelian in outlook, very limited in the number of texts and problems

considered, but well focused and penetrating in its analysis.

Benedetio Croce, Estetica come scienza dell, espressione e linguistica
generale, Bari, 1902; 8th ed. 1945. Contains a history of aesthetics which,
while narrowly focused on precursors of Croce’s views, is still the best in

existence. English translation by Douglas Anslie as Aesthetic, London,
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1909. The historical part is translated is full only in 2d ed. 1922.

.K. Gilbert and H. Kuhn, A History of Estherics, New York, 1939' new ed.
Bloomington, Ind., 1953. The most recent book: well informed but unclear in

its assumptions and poor in analysis of ideas.

o e a o Jlaadt g il

H. von Stein, Die Entstenung der neueren Aesthetik, Stuttgart, 1886. Still

instructive, though rather elementary.
Alfred Baumler, Kants Kritik der Utieilshraft: lhre Geschichte und.

Systematik, Vol. I, Halle, 1923. The title conceals a general history of
18th-century aesthetics, its key terms, etc., in France, England, and

Germany leading up to Kant. Excellent, though doctrinaire.

Wiladyslaw Folkierski, Entre le classicisme et le romantisme. Etude sur
lesthétique et les esthéticiens du xviiie siécle, Cracow, 1925. Diffuse but

instructive. Much on Diderot.

Ernst Cassirer, Die philosophie der Aufklidrung, Tibingen, 1932' Eng.
trans. The philosophy of the Enlightenment, princeton, 1951. Contains a

brilliant final chapter, “Die Grundprobleme der Aesthetik”.

Benedetto Croce, “ Iniziazione al estetica del settecento, ” in Ultimi saggi,

Bari, 1934; 2d ed. Bari, 1948. An important, penetrating essay.
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Besides the histories of aesthetics quoted above, J. E. Spingam, A
History of Litrary Criticism in the Renaissance (New York, 1899) is still basic.
The ltalian version, La critica letteraria nel Rinascimento (Bari, 1905)

contains additional material.

Seventeenth-century developments, mostly in England, are sketched
excellently in J. E. Spingam’s introduction to Critical Essays of the
Seventeenth Centure, 3 vols. Oxford, 1908 - 09.

The rise of French neoclassicism is best described in René Bray, La
Formation de la doctrine classique en France, Paris, 1927; reprint 1951 For
general treatmmt see Henti peyre, Le Classicisme frangais (New York,
1942), with bibliography and discussion of the history of the word. “classic.”
E. B. O. Borgerhoff, The Freedom of french classicism (Princeton, 1950)

emphasizes je ne sais quoi.

On imitation see Richard Mckeon, “Imitation and poetry,” in Thought,

Action, and passion, Chicago, 1954.

On the Platonic tradition of idea see Erwin Panofsky, Idea. ein Beitrag zur
Begriffsgeschichte der dlteren kunsttheorie, Leipzig, 1924.

On genre theory see lrene behrens, Dir Lehre von der Einteilung der
Dichtkunst, vornehmlich vom 16. bis 19. Jahrhundert (Halle, 1940) and
Mario Fubini, “Genesi e storia dei generi letterari,” in Tecnica e teoria
letteraria, a volume of A. Momigliano, problemi ed orientamenti critici di

lingua e di letteratura italiana, Milan, 1948.
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On historicism see Friedrich Meinecke, die Entstehung des Historismus,
2 vols. munich, 1936.

On the rise of literary history see sigmund von lempicki, geschichte der
deutschen literaturwissenschaft bis zum ends des 18. jahrhunderts,
gottingen, 1920; rené wellek, The Rise of English Literary History, chapel
hill, N. C., 1941 (with bibliography); and giovanni getto, Storia delle storie
letterarie (in ltaly only), milan, 1942
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a2l saluall

The works of voltaire are quoted according to the standard 52-volume
edition by Louis Moland, Paris, 18770 - 83, except where | quote the English
publications according to the English texts: The Essay upon Epic poetry,
London, 1727; and the letters concerning the English Nation, ed. charles
whibley, London, 1926.

By far the most important treatment of Voltaire as a critic is Raymond
Naves, Le Gout de Voltaire, Paris, n.d. 1938P. 566 pp., to which this chapter
is heavily indebted. In addition | have used henri Lion, Les Tragédies et les
Théories Dramatiques de Voltaire, paris, 1895; J. J. Jusserand,
Shakespeare en France sous Pancien régime, paris, 1898; Thomas R.
Lounsbury, Shakespéare and Voltaire, London, 1902; C. M. Haines,
Shakespeare in France. Criticism. Voltaire to Hugo. London, 1925; Emst
Merian-Genast, “Voltaire und die Entwickiung der Idee der Weltliteratur,”
Romanische Gorschungen, 40 (1927), 1-226; Warren Ramsey, “Voltaire and
Homer,” PMLA, 66 (1951), 182-96.
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Diderot is quoted from the standard ed.: (Euvres complétes, ed. J.
Assézat and M. Tourneux, 20 vols. Paris, 1875-97. A convenient collection is
CEuvres, ed. André Billy in Collection La Oléiade, Paris, 1946. See also
Writings on the Theatre (in French), ed. F. G. Green, Cambridge, 1936.
Some quotations are from Gorrespondance inédite, ed. A. Bablon, 2 vols.
Paris, 1931; also, Lettres 4 Sophie Volland, ed. A. Babelon, 3 vols. Paris,
1930.

The fullest discussions of Diderot's criticism and aesthetics are Hubert
Gillot, “Les Idées littéraires,” in Denis Diderot (Paris, 1937), pp. 191-267;
Wiladyslaw Folkierski, Entre le classicisme et le romantisme (Cracow, 1925),
pp- 355 - 516; Yvon Belaval, L'Esthétique sans paradoxe de Diderot, paris,
1950 (who ftries to force unity on Diderot); and Lester G. Crocker, Two
Diderot Studies: Ethics and Rsthetics, Baltimore, 1952 (containing
“Subjectivism and Objectivism in Diderot's Esthetics” ).

A ggos general book is still karl Rosenkranz, Diderots Leben und Werks,
2 vols. Leipzig, 1866. An important study is Leo Spitzer, “The Stule of
Diderot,” in Linguistics and Literary History : Essays in Stylistics )Princeton,
1948), pp. 135-91. Eric M. Steel, Diderot,s Imagery (New York, 1947)
contains the chapter “Diderot's Theory of Imagery.”

The following articles and essays discuss some of Diderot's ideas from

diverent points of vies :

Anne-Maride de Comaille, “Diderot et le sumbole littéraire,” in Didero;
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Studies, ed. Otis E. Fellows and Norman L. Torrey (Syracuse, 1950), pp.
94-120.

Herbert Dieckmann, “Diderot’s Conception of Genius,” JHI, 2 (1941),
151-82.

Herbert Dieckmann, “Zur Interpretation Diderots,” Romanische
Forschungen, 53 (1939(, 47-82.

Margaret Gilman, “The poet According to Diderot,” RR, 37 (1946).
37-54.

L. G. Krakeur, “Aspects of Diderot,s Aestheric Theory,” RR, 30 (1939).
244-59.

J.J. Mayoux, “Diderot and the Technique of Modem Literature,” MLR, 31
(1936), 518-31.

Felix Vexler, Studies in Diderot's Esthetic Naturalism, New York, 1922.

Eleanor M. Walker, “Towards an Understanding of Diderot's Estheric
Theory,” RR, 35 (1944), 277-87.
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il yaluall

There is no general study of French criticism in this period except two chapters
in Daniel Momet, Le Romantisme en France au xviiie siécle, Paris, 1912. Alfred
Michiels, Histoire des 1dées littéraires en France au xixe siécle et de leurs origines
dans les siécles antérieures is vols. 4th ed. Pans, 1863), though highly partisan, 15
still instrucive Ferdinand Brunetiére, L’Evolution de la critique depuis la
Renaissance jusqu’ 4 nos jours (Paris, 1890) is a good small sketch T.M. Mustoxidi
Histoire de Pesthétique francaise:1700-1900 (Paris, 1920) is useful though the
comment is mediocre. Phillipe van Tieghem Petite Histoire des grandes doctrines
littéraires en Framce. De la pléiade au suréalisme (Pans, 1946), though very brief, is
the best skeich available Much also in Naves, Le Goiit de Voltaire, Pans, 1938.

Rousseau is quoted from Oeuvres complétes, ed. V.D. Musset-Pathay (Paris,
1824), except Lettre 4 Mr d’Alembert sur les spectacles, which is from ed. of Max
Fuchs, Geneva, 1948. I Know of no general discusston of Rousseau’s criticism On
stage controversy see Moses Barras, The Stage Controversy in France from
Comeille to Rousseau, New York, 1933, Ct. E. Faguet, Rousseau contre Moliére,
Paris, 1911.

Buffon’s Discours sur le style is available in many reprints . Good comment in
Emile Krantz, Essai sur I’esthétique de Descartes (Paris, 1882), PP. 342-59 .

Marmontel is quoted from Poétique frangaise, 2 vols. Paris, 1963; and Eléments
de littérature, 3 vols. Paris, 1879. J.Lenel, Marmontel (Paris, 1902) is largely
biographical and descriptive. Heinrich Bauer. Jean-Francois Marmontel als
Literaturkritiker (Dresden, 1937) is a useful collection of passages .

Le Harpe is quoted from Lycée ou cours de littérature ancienne et moderne, 18
vols. Paris, 1823; and from ((Euvres. 5 vols. Paris. 1778. Sainte-Beuve’s two essays
in Causeries du lundi (5, 1851) are largely biogiaphical. Grz;ce M. Sproull’s The
Critical Doctrine of J.F. de la Harpe (Chicago. 1939) is only a small fragent ol what

seems a valuable thesis .
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Melchior Grimm’s Correspondance littéraire is quoted from the ed. of Maurice
Tourneux, 16 vols. 1877-82. Sainte-Beuve’s essay is in Causeries du Iundi, 7, 1852.
Edmond Scherer, Melchior Grimm (Paris, 1887) is still standard. Other discussions:
Karl A.F. Georges, M. Grimm als Kritiker der zeitgenossischen Literatur, Leipzig,
1904; Anne Cutting Jones, FM. Grimm as d Critic of Eighteenth Century French
Drama, Bryn Mawr, 1926. Alfred C. Hunter, “Les opinions du baron Grimm sur le
roman anglais,” Revue de littérature comparée, 12 (1932), 390-400; F.Ewen,
“Criticism of English Literature in Grimm’s Correspondance, SP, 33 (1936),
397-404; Joseph P. Smiley, Diderot’s Relations with Grimm, Urbana, I11., 1950 .

Sébastien Mercier’s Du Théatre ou nouvel essai sur I’art dramatique is quoted
from the Amsterdam ed., 1773. Also used is Mon Bonnet de nuit, 2 vols. Neuchétel,
1784. Léon Béclard, Sébastien Mercier (Paris, 1903) is a large (810 pp.) unfinished
biography (to 1789 only).

On Chassaignon, Saint-Martin, etc. see Kurt Wais, Das antiphiloso-thische
Weltbild des franzdsischen Sturm und Drang, 1760-1789, Berlin, 1934. I quote
Saint-Martin, CEuvres posthumes, 2 vols. Tours, 1807.

Condillac’s L’Art d’écrire is quoted from Cours d’étude, 2, Deux Ponts
(fictitious imprint), 1782. Gustave Lanson’s “Les idées littéraires de Condillac,” in
Ftudes d’histoire littéraire (Paris, 1929), overrates his importance. On the
philosopher and psychologist see G. Le Roy, La Psychologie de Condillac, Paris,
1937; and Mario dal Pra, Condillac, Milan, 1942 .

André Chénier is quoted from (Euvres complétes, ed G. Walter, Paris, 1950. Cf.
Paul Glachant, André Chénier, critique et critiqué Paris, 1902 .

Rivarol is quoted from OEuvres complétes, 5 vols. Paris, 1808 See
Sainte-Beuve’s essay in Causeries du lundi, 5, 1851. Quotaions from Chénedollé’s
interviews with Eivarol are in Vol. 2 of Sainte-Beuve’s Chateaubriand et son groupe
littéraire, ed . M. Allem, Paris, 1948. André Le Breton, Rivarol (Paris, 1895) is
mainly a biography. K.E. Gass. Antoine de Rivarol (1753-1801) und der Ausgang
der franzosischen Aufklirung (Hagen. 1938) has the best analyss of his ideas.
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| quete the Lives of the Poets from the ed. of G. Birkbeck Hill (3 vols.
Oxford, 1905) and the Preface to Shakespeare as well as the notes to
Shakespeare from Walter Raleigh’s Convenient Johnson on Shakespeare,
Oxford, 1908. The other writings are quoted from Works, ed. Arthur Murphy,
12 vols. London, 1823. Some quotations come from the Letters, ed. G.B. Hill
(2 vols. Oxford, 1892), from Johnsonian Miscellanies, ed. G.B. Hill (2 vols.
Oxford, 1897), and from Boswell’s Life (with the Tour to the Hebrides), ed.

G.B. Hill and L.F. Powell, 6 vols, Oxford, 1934 - 50.
Most of the literature on Dr. Johnson is biographical and anecdotal. For
a study of his criticism the compilation by Joseph E. Brown, The Critical
Opinios of Samuel Johnson (Princeton, 1926) is most useful. The fullest
analysis is J. H. Hagstrum, Samuel Johnson's Literary Criticism,
Minneapolis, 1952. A good general account is in Joseph w. krutch’s
biography, Samuel Johnson, New York, 1944. Discussions of different
aspects of the criticism are also in Percy H. Houston, Dr. Johnson : a Study
in Eighteenth Century Humanism, Cambridge, Mass, 1923; Walter B, C,
Watkins, Johnson and English Poetry before 1660, Princeton, 1936; and
William K. Wimsatt, The Prose Style of Samuel Johnson, New Haven, 1941.
The following articles have some use or distinction: Irving Babbitt, “Dr.
Johnson and Imagination,” Southwest Review, 13 (1927), 25-35, reprinted in
On Being Creative (Boston, 1932), pp. 80-96; R. D. Havens, “Johnson’s
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Distrust of the Imagination,” ELH, to (1943), 243-55: F.R. Leavis, :Johnson
as Critic,” Scrutiny, 12 (1944), 187-204, reprinted in The Importance of
Scrutiny, ed. E. Bentley (New York, 1948), pp. 5§7-75; Allen tate, “Johnson
on keast,” Johnson's Criticism of the Metaphysical Poets,” ELH, 17 (1950),
59-70; and “The Theoretical Foundations of Johnson's Criticism,” in Critics
and Criticism: Ancient and Modem, ed. R.S. Crane (Chicago, 1952), pp.
389-407.
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No Part of topic has been investigated more thoroughly and competently
than this. But there is no general treatment, except in the old-fashioned
surveys by Saintsbury; A. Bosker, Literary Criticism in the Age of Johnson,
Croningen, 1930, new ed. New York, 1953; and J. W. H. Atkins, English
Literay Criticism : 17 th and 18 th Centuries, London, 1951 . A small but
excellent sketch is Ronald S. Crane’s “ English Neoclassical Criticism, " in
Dictionary of World Literature, ed. Joseph T. Shipley ( New York, 1941 ), pp.
193 - 203, reprinted in Critics and Criticism : Ancient and Modem, ed. R. S.
Crane ( Chicago, 1952 ), pp. 372 - 88 . There is much good comment in
Meyer H. Abrams, The Mirror and the Lamp ( New York, 1953 ), which is,
however, largely devoted to the romantic movement .

On main genres see Clarence C. Green, The Neo-Classic Theory of
Tragedy in England during the Eigteenth Century, Cambridge, Mass., 1934;
H. T. Swedenberg, Jr., The Theory of the Epic in England, 1650-1800,
Norman Maclean, “ From Action' to Image : Theories of the Lyric in the
Eighteenth Century,” in Crane’s Critics and Criticism, pp. 408-60.

A General treatment of historicism is my Rise of English Literary
History, which discusses many related questions. | must refer to it for a fuller
development of this chapter.

The following books and article are most relevant to the topics of the
chapter, in the order in which they are taken up in the text.
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Shaftesbury : see the last chapter of Emst Cassirer, Die platonische
Renaissance in England und die Schule von Cambridge, Leipzig, 1932, Eng.
trans. Austin, Texas, 1953; R. L. Brett, The Third Earl of Shaftesbury,
London, 1951.

Taste : see, besides Bdumler, Martin Kallich, “The Associationist
Criticism of Francis Hutcheson and David Hume,” SP, 43 (1946), 644-67;
Marjorie Grene, “Gerard's Essay on Taste™ MP, 41 (1943), 45-58.

Genius, imagination, and originality : c¢f. Logan Pearsall Smith, Four
Words" : Romontic, Originality, Creative, Genius, Oxford, 1924; Paul
Kaufman, “Heralds of Originai Genius,” in Essays in Memory of Barrett
Wendell, Cambridge, Mass., 1926; A. S. P. Woodhouse, “Collins and
Creative Imagination,” in Studies in English by Members of University
College, Toronto, ed. M. W. Wallace (Toronto, 1931), pp. 59-130; Donald F.
bond, “The Neo-Classical Psychology of Imagination,” ELH, 4 (1937),
245-64; Walter J. Bate, “The Meaning of Archibald Alison’s Essays on
Taste,” PQ 27 (1948), 314-24.

Alison : see Martin Kallich, “The Tendency toward Platonism in
Neo-Classic Esthetics,” ELH, | (1934), 91-119; Hoyt Trowbridge, “Platonism
and Sir Joshua Reynolds,” English Studies, 21 (1939), 1-7; Michael
Macklem “Reynolds and the Ambiguities of Neo-Classical Criticism™ PQ 21
(1952),383-98.

Particularity : see Houghton W. Taylor, “Particular Character : an Earl;
Phase of a Literary Evolution,” PMLA, 60 (1945), 161-74; Scott Elledge, “The
Background and Development in English Criticism of the Theories of
Generality and Particularity™ PMLA, 62 { 1947), 147-82.
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Burke : see Dixon Wecter, “Burke’s Theory of Words, Images and
Emotion,” PMLA, 55 (1940), 167-81.

Kames : see Gordon McKenzie, “Lord Kames and the Mechanist
Tradition,” in Essays and Studies in English, University of California
Publications, 14, Berkeley, 1943; Helen W. Randall, The Critical Treory of
Lord Kames, Northampton, Mass., 1944 (good). See also comments in I. A.
Richards, The philosophy of Rhetoric (New York, 1936), pp. 161, 98 ff.

Blair : see Robert M. Schmitz, Hugh Blair, New York, 1948.

Shakespearean criticism in the 18th century : e.g. Herbert S. Robinson,
English Shakesperian Criticism in the Eighteenth Century, New York , 1932;
Robert W. Babcock, The Genesis of Shakespeare ldolatry, Chapel Hill,
1931.

Tragic pleasure : Earl R. Wasserman, “The Pleasures of Tragedy,” ELH,
14 (1947), 283-307.

Comic theory : J. W. Draper, “The Theory of the Comic in
Eighteenth-Century England,” JEGP, 37 (1938), 207-23 (a slight treatment);
Edward N. Hooker, “Humour in the Age of Pope,” ( Huntington Library
Quarterly, 11 (1947-48), 361-86.

Primitivistic theories of the epic : L. Whitney, “English Primitivist
Theories ‘of Epic Origins,” MP, 21 (1924), 337-78.

Homer : Donald M. Foerster, Homer in English Criticism : the Historical
Approach of the Eighteenth Gentury, New Haven, 1947.

Spenser : Jewel Wurtsbaugh, Two Centuries of Spenserian

Scholarship, 1609-1805, Baltimore, 1936.
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The novel : Joseph B. Heidler, The History, from 1700 to 1800, of
English Criticism of Prose Fiction, Urbana, lll., 1926.

Gray - William P. Jones, Thomas Gray, Scholar, Cambridge, Mass.,
1937.

John Brown : Hermann M. Flasdeck, John Brown ( 1715-1766) und
seine “Dissertation on Poetry and Music,” Husic,” 1924.

Joseph Warton : Hoyt Trowbridge, “Joseph Warton on Imagination,”
MP, 35 (1937), 73-87; Paul Leedy, “Genre Criticism and the Significance of
Warton's Essay on Pope,” JEGP, 45 (1946), 140-6.

Hurd : Edwine Montague, Bishop Hurd as Critic, unpublished
dessertation, Yale University, 1939 ; idem, “Bishop Hurd's Association with
Thomas Warton,” Stanford Studies in Language and Literature, ed. Hardin
Craig (Staford Universty, 1941), pp. 233-56; Audley L. Smith, “Richard
Hurd's Letters on Chivalry and Romace, ELH, 5 (1939), 58-81; Hoyt
Trowbridge, “Bishop Hurd : A Reinterpretation,” PMLA, 58 (1943), 450-65.

Thomas Warton : Clarissa Rinaker, Thomas Warton : a Biographical
and Critical Study, Urbana, HI., 1916; Raymond D. Havens, “Thomas Warton
and the Eighteenth Century Dilemma,” SP 24 (1928), 36-50; Dawvid Nichol
Smith, Warton’s History of English Poetry, Oxford, 1929. For a detailed
treatment see the last chapter of Welle, Rise, where there are many more

bibliogralhical references.
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